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From the Desk of Pastor Laura 
 

Greetings in the name of Christ! 

Throughout the course of this pandemic, I have found myself reflecting on the impact that so much change 
and fear have had on the church community. At Crown of Glory, we went from gathering multiple times a 
week for the Lenten season to worshipping together in an exclusively virtual setting. As a staff, we went 
from working together in the same location to working almost exclusively from home. So much change has 
taken place and even now, as restrictions begin to lift and a new chapter opens before us, there are more 
questions than answers as to what these next few months will look like for us as a faith community. 

Throughout this time of social and physical distancing, one of my favorite camp songs from my time as a 
counselor and as a camper has come to mind more than once: “We Are The Church” by Jay Beech. Not 
only is the tune catchy, which is critical for any classic camp song, but the lyrics point to the heart of what 
it means to be the church.  

“We are the Church, the body of our Lord.  

We are all God’s children, and we have been restored! 
The church is not a building, where people go to pray;  

it’s not made out of sticks and stones and it’s not made out of clay. 
The church it is the people, living out their lives; 

Called, enlightened, sanctified, for the work of Jesus Christ!” 

 
These lyrics have “hit home” for me the past few months as I have missed the buzzing energy of Saturday 
evenings and Sunday mornings, the contemplative Bible studies, the vivacious music, and the warmth and 
welcome of the Crown of Glory community. It is so strange to walk through the halls of our beloved     
building and hear nothing and see no one. It doesn’t feel right.  

But now, more than ever, we are being presented with a challenge to take Jay Beech’s timely lyrics to 
heart and remember what lies at the core of our church community: not bricks and mortar, not beautiful 
sanctuaries or classrooms filled with learning, but the love of God made known to all of us in Jesus Christ. 
That is what unites us. That is what makes us a community. That is what makes us the church.  

The church is and always has been the people of God, which means that we are not limited in our ability to 
do God’s work in this world, together. Even though we are still unable to gather together in the same 
space to worship, we are able to love our neighbors, to love our God, and to love one another by checking 
in, looking for opportunities to spread light and grace to others, and to log on to our live-stream worship 
services.  

Being together in spirit and in love, no matter what the distance, is only proving to make us stronger. We 
are being challenged to remember what makes us a faith community in the first place and that it’s not con-
fined to one building. The church is the people, after all, living out our lives! 

During this time of being apart, I can still see the Spirit at work. The church of God continues to move and 
shift and grow, and it is exciting! I look forward to the time when we can all gather together again, but until 
then, I pray that we continue to remember who we are as God’s church and whose we are as God’s      
beloved children.  

May we continue to look for ways to be the church together, to spread the love of God to whomever we 
meet, and to look to the future when we can all gather together again. 

 

In Christ, 

 

 

Associate Pastor of Faith Formation 
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“Right at Home” 

I bring you greetings from Crown of Glory, our church home.  It 

has truly been a challenging time for our community, state, and 

country.  I want to take this opportunity to thank everyone for con-

tinuing to stay connected to Crown of Glory in so many ways.   

I am grateful for the community at Crown of Glory, who have con-

tinued their support through participating in our livestream worship 

and by offering their financial gifts that sustain our staff, the 

church facility, and our mortgage commitment.   

As we began to wade into the first weeks of this pandemic, many 

of our church finance leaders realized that it was vital for our con-

gregation to take advantage of the Federal CARES Act Loan 

(PPP Loan), which offers our congregation financial support and 

security for up to two months.   

Due to the collaboration, quick response, and organization of our 

Church Council leaders and Finance Team leaders, Crown of 

Glory was approved and secured a loan through the Federal 

CARES Act.  In addition, we are also eligible to have these funds 

forgiven in the future. For more information on these actions, I en-

courage you to review Steve Tinker’s article in this month’s 

Crownicle in the “Finance Corner.” Steve serves as a member of 

the Church Council and Finance Team, and his article explains 

the finer points of the PPP loan and loan forgiveness. 

Knowing where we have come from in these past few months, we 

all know where we are headed.  We are striving to remain con-

nected as a church family.  In fact, over the past couple of 

months, we have experienced so many new things.  We have 

learned new ways of doing ministry at a distance.  I am especially 

grateful for the many people who continue to stay connected to 

Crown of Glory through our live-stream worship services on 

Wednesday evenings and Sunday mornings.  Our hope is to bring 

families a familiar and welcoming virtual worship experience.   

In closing, I encourage you to stay strong in your faith and keep 

our congregation in your prayers as we all endure these next days 

ahead.  I thank you for your faith and commitment to our mission 

of being church together during these unusual times.    

Finally, I offer my heartfelt thanks to our staff and our Worship 

Team, as we continue to reach out and meet people in their own 

faith journey, right at home. 

 
Peace be with you, 
 

Rev. Reggie Klindworth  
 

Senior Pastor 

 

Romans 8:24-25 

“For in this  

hope we were 

saved. But hope 

that is seen is no 

hope at all. Who 

hopes for what 

they already 

have? But if we 

hope for what 

we do not yet 

have, we wait 

for it patiently.” 

 

Pastoral Needs 

If your family has pastoral needs, 
please contact Pastor Reggie or  
Pastor Laura. We are glad to serve 

you and your family.  
 

Caring Hands 

This team responds to the special 
needs of families within our con-
gregation.  For information, or to 
notify the church about a family 

event, contact Pastor Reggie.  

 

Senior Pastor 

Reggie Klindworth 
pastorreggie@crownofglory.org 

 

Associate Pastor 

Laura Laughlin 
pastorlaura@crownofglory.org 

From the Desk of Pastor Reggie 
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Children’s Ministry  
Gratitude for Ministry with you could not be contained in two 2 

minute videos shared in our ministry celebration! So here is more 

gratitude than the videos could hold!   

We did a few experiments this year and I am grateful for the 

congregation embracing change in response to the needs of our 

families!  

We tried several new things – from worshiping together, moving 

SPARK between the worship services, and adding 

intergenerational sessions where we explored new relationships 

and created a mobile with images that connected our lives to 

scripture, and pavers to imagine a path we can walk together, and 

we colored posters illustrating the Psalms.   

We learned Families enjoy worshiping together! Parents have said 

“It has been good for our children to be in the service for the 

pastor’s message and communion!” Families have felt the support 

of members around them in worship! We discovered the joy and 

something more in our creating together.  

We learned teachers and kids want more time for SPARK so they 

can learn more Jesus stories and sing more songs!  

We learned fellowship time is life-giving  and an open invitation to 

do something different is not enough to leave what we love.  

Gratitude for learning from our experiments! 

Gratitude for SPARK TEACHERS, and Connect Guides ~ youth 

and adults who share God’s story with kids and model growing in 

faith!  

Gratitude for the value of relationships, of getting to know each 

other by name, and being known through our highs and lows, and 

prayers together.  

Gratitude for gathering around scripture and finding God’s big story 

in our life stories.  

Gratitude for growing in generosity as children learn the joy of 

giving! Through their offering and serving our kids are learning they 

can make a difference in the world and in their community no 

matter their age.    

Gratitude for MISSING being at church together! Gratitude because 

we know that what we miss is important to us and has value we 

don’t want to be without. This will no doubt fuel and inform the ways 

we will be together as church.  

Gratitude is the experience of grace upon grace; the experience of 

comfort supplied or discomfort alleviated! Thank you for the many 

and various ways you have alleviated my discomfort of doing 

ministry alone and for the comfort and joy supplied in sharing 

ministry together! My cup overflows!   

 

Gretchen Pierskalla 

Director of Children’s Ministry  

 

 

SPARK   

Summer Calendar  
 

 

Date Lesson Title Focus Text   

6/7 
The Great 

Commission 
Matthew      
28:16-20 

  

6/14 
Justified by 

Faith 
Romans              

5:1-8 
  

6/21 Freed from Sin 
Romans          
6:10-11 

  

6/28 
Whoever  

Welcomes 
Matthew   
10:40-42 

  

 

7/5 Come to Me 
Matthew        

11:16-19, 25-
30 

 

7/12 
Parable of    
the Sower 

Matthew     
13:1-9, 18-23 

 

7/19 
Children of 

God 
Romans             
8:12-25 

 

7/26 
Parables of 

the Kingdom 

Matthew             
13:31-33, 44-

52 
 

8/2 
Feeding        
the Five  

Thousand 

Matthew             
14:13-21 

 

8/9 
Jesus Walks 

on Water 
Matthew      
14:22-33 

 

8/16 
The Canaanite 

Woman’s 
Faith 

Matthew     
15:21-28 

 

8/23 
Many Mem-
bers, Many 

Gifts 

Romans           
12:1-8 

 

8/30 
Bless your 
Enemies 

Romans          
12:9-21 

 

9/6 
Love for One 

Another 
Romans          
13:8-14 

 



 4 

                       Music and Worship 

In any other year, at this point I would be writing how summer is so different from the academic 
year. I’d be thanking the Chancel Choir, Chancel Chimers and Servant Song on behalf of the   
congregation for 9 months of hard work and excellent worship leadership, and encouraging them 
to use the “living is easy” time to recharge and rest. I’d be encouraging all our musicians to talk 
with me and see what we can do, how we can collaborate throughout the summer, and bring a 
joyful noise into worship in a different mode – solos, duets, ensembles, pop-up choirs, - as our 
worship will, and should, feel very different. Summer is a great time to be creative, to try new or 
different things, to think outside the box, especially where our worship life is concerned.  

I should be, but I’m not. Our worship-life is not going to change very much; it will still be live-
streamed only for the foreseeable future. As I write this we are still under a shelter-in-place order, 
and gathering with a bunch of people in an enclosed area does not seem like a good idea. I just 
read a CNN report how loud talking, singing, and sneezing all disperse aerosols that may contain 
the virus into the air. The greater the force and volume, the greater the concentration of the virus. 
A choir in Washington state held rehearsal on March 10

th
, and almost half their members have 

now been diagnosed with Covid-19. I’m sure we’ll again be able to hold public worship, but when 
will that be, what will it look like, how will we do it, and who will come? If I sound a little discour-
aged, it’s because I am. 

I’ve written and talked before about how God seems to broaden my perspective, my understand-
ing and my faith through music and the arts. (If this subject doesn’t sound familiar to you, we need 
to get to know each other better. Ask me about the hymn, Mothering God You Gave Me Birth.) So 
perhaps it is fitting that the spiritual Didn’t My Lord Deliver Daniel has become an ear worm: 

He delivered Daniel from the lion’s den, and Jonah from the belly of the whale, 
And the Hebrew children from the fiery furnace, so why not every man? 

 

And perhaps it is the work of the Holy Spirit or a God-thing, that Pastor Laura, Tom Barnett, Jodi 
Barnett and I will be singing Laura Story’s popular song Blessings for worship soon: 

 

“We pray for wisdom, your voice to hear. We cry in anger when we cannot feel you near. 
We doubt your goodness, we doubt your love, as if every promise from Your Word is not enough. 

And all the while You hear each desperate plea, and long that we’d have faith to believe. 
‘Cause what if your blessings come through rain drops? 

What if your healing comes through tears? 
What if a thousand sleepless nights is what it takes to know you’re near? 

And what if the trials of this life are just Your mercies in disguise?” 
 

The great conductor Robert Shaw said, "Music is much too important to be left to the profession-
als." I agree with him, both philosophically and practically. One of the great joys of leading music 
at Crown of Glory is hearing you sing, and knowing that you are fearless about what you sing. 
One of my commitments to Crown of Glory has always been to mentor, teach and guide all mem-
bers of the congregation to develop their musical skills at whatever level, from the self-described 
tone-deaf to the aspiring opera singer. COVID-19 doesn’t change that. We will make music to-
gether again, and we will celebrate the deep, passionate, unending love of God again, together. 
Music is too important to our lives and to our living; our faith and history tell us that God’s promis-
es do not fail. Keep the faith! 

 

Do Justice, Love Kindness, Walk Humbly, 

Tom Paulson 

Director of Music and Worship/Organist 
 

 

 

MUSIC IS TOO IMPORTANT TO BE LEFT TO THE PROFESSIONALS! 
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Our Church  
Council Members:   

 

President 

Mary Leopold 
 

 

Vice President   

Susan Gray 
 

 

Secretary  

Steve Clay 

 

 

Other Council       
Members:  

Julie Brown 

Chris Gray 

Pastor Reggie 

Pastor Laura 

Steve Mangen  

Grant Taylor 

Steve Tinker 

Patty Viajar    

   

           

 

Welcome to council …………… and COVID-19. 

My name is Grant Taylor and my wife is Sherri.  We both enjoy being 

involved in many aspects of Crown of Glory.  This is my second stint 

on council.  I was first on council during the transition to Pastor Matt.  

When I was elected to council this time, my personal and church lives 

seemed normal.  That changed rather quickly.  COVID-19 happened 

and has rocked normalcy around the world.  Measures have been tak-

en to slow its impact and change what ‘normal’ is.  For most of us, this 

will be a defining event and will shape our thinking and what we do go-

ing forward.   

 

How will it affect our thinking? 

Before this happened, most of us did not think twice about going to the 

store, eating at a restaurant, and many other things.  Now we think, is 

it safe to go to the grocery store, gas station, and so on to get necessi-

ties.  If I do go to the store, will what I need be there?  Is it safe to visit 

my loved ones?  Will I have a job, how long with this last, and so on.  If 

I cough or feel something a little different, do I have COVID-19?  All of 

this adds levels of stress that we are not accustomed to and with fewer 

outlets to reduce it.  We certainly miss a lot of things we took for grant-

ed.  We also have had a chance to think about what is truly important 

in our lives.  We certainly think about ourselves and those closest to 

us.  Hopefully we also think about others that might need our help. 

 

How will it affect what we do? 

Before this happened, we went to work, visited friends / family, went to 

church without thinking much about it.  Now we wear masks and 

gloves to protect ourselves and those around us.  We have been 

asked to do social distancing.  It is hard to explain to our loved ones 

why we can’t visit or hug them as we are accustomed to doing.  I’ve 

recently been hearing that instead of social distancing, it really should 

be termed physical distancing.  Now more than ever we need to keep 

close socially.  We need to check on and care for each other.  I try to 

make sure Sherri has a least one good belly laugh every day.  I send 

text messages hoping it made the recipient smile.  I call to check in 

with people to see how they are and if they need anything.  I like to 

think I am being a ray of social sunshine for them, but I also find that 

they are a ray of social sunshine for me.  Let’s help each other get 

through this dark time by spreading as much 

social sunshine as we can! 

 

Grant Taylor 

 

Council Corner 
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James 1:2-3 

 

“Consider it 

pure joy, my 

brothers and 

sisters,             

whenever     

you face        

trials of     

many 

kinds, because 

you know    

that the       

testing of    

your faith    

produces      

perseverance.” 

Youth  Mission Trip Update 

The senior high mission trip team had a meaningful trip to 

the Navajo Nation planned for this summer. Seventeen stu-

dents and four adults were scheduled to travel to Arizona 

and New Mexico to serve in a variety of ways. Although we 

are disappointed that our trip was cancelled due to Covid-19, 

we are very proud of how well our students worked together 

serving our community and raising money for the trip.  

 

Thank you to all who supported our group during the fund-

raisers, which included helping set up and clean up at the 

Women's Advent Tea, making and selling lefse and baked 

goods, bagging groceries at Cub Foods, preparing and serv-

ing rolls and selling coffee during Lent. We are also thankful 

for special donations from Chris Peterson's mitten sales and 

Detello's in Chaska.  Thank you to everyone who purchased 

from the vending machine.  It's been a fun - and educational 

- business experience for the kids to manage and stock the 

machine each week.   

 

Our funds will be carried  

forward to next summer's 

youth trips which will be 

to the National Youth  

Gathering in Minneapolis and to a mission trip in a location 

that is yet to be determined. We will continue to pray and 

serve others. 

 

Sincerely, 
 
The Senior High Mission Trip Team 

Pastor Reggie, Dena Schulz, Kirsten Segar, and  

Julie Youngman 
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Financial Corner 
The Church Council and the Finance Team have been closely monitoring the status of Crown of   

Glory’s finances during the COVID-19 pandemic and the Minnesota “Stay-at-Home” order. 

In early April, the CARES Act was passed by the federal government, designed to provide financial 

support as the states began to react to the pandemic.  As part of this act, small businesses were   

offered a short-term, low-interest loan from the Small Business Administration (SBA), under the 

Paycheck Protection Program (PPP), churches and non-profits were covered under this program.  

The Finance Team and the Council reviewed the program and decided to move forward with an    

application.  Based on the formula in the application documents, CoG qualified for a loan of $63,000.  

The loan is forgivable if we spend the money on payroll (75%), mortgage and operational costs only.  

If we do not qualify for loan forgiveness, we have 2 years to pay back the loan at 1% interest.  We 

received the loan through our partner Bank Vista on April 15.  We are closely monitoring our          

expenses and utilizing the loan money just to cover the specific acceptable costs.  After 8 weeks 

(June 15), we will be allowed to apply for loan forgiveness. 

Overall, our financial position, as of April 30th, is fair.  The addition of the $63,000 PPP loan has     

allowed us to meet our payroll and mortgage costs and will help us get through the month of June.  

However, individual giving has decreased significantly during the Stay-at-Home shut down.  Our 

budgeted contributions for April were about $58,000.  Our actual contributions totaled just over 

$37,500, for a shortfall of $20,500.   

Fortunately, Preschool Place is still operating, and we are receiving rental income from them.  DS 

Driving School however has had to close operations, and we decided to forego their rent during the 

shut-down.  The Driving School is now finalizing plans to reopen soon, at a reduced level of students, 

to assure ‘social distancing.’ 

The staff has been diligent in looking for ways to reduce costs, but the major portions of our           

expenses are payroll, mortgage and building operational costs.  And, we have increased our cleaning 

costs as we react to the increased sanitation requirements during the pandemic. 

As the summer begins, historically we see a significant decrease in contributions.  If the pattern of 

$20,000+ monthly shortfalls in contributions continues into the summer, we will need to use some of 

our ‘reserve’ funds to cover basic payroll and mortgage costs.  The Council and the Finance Team 

are currently evaluating potential options to help us get through this financial pinch; we will report to 

the congregation our plans as they develop. 

Lastly, we want to re-emphasize that we are doing fair with our finances, especially with the PPP 

loan.  But more importantly, we also want to thank so many people and families for their very strong 

support during this hard time.  Many in the congregation have stepped up with special one-time gifts 

to help us.  And many more are regularly sending in their giving envelopes to the church with their 

contributions.  We are blessed to have this support in these hard times.  Thank you all! 
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Building Update  

Here are some of the facility updates from the past year.  Thank 

you to the individual committees for their time and discernment 

that made many of these projects possible.  

• Carpeting and vinyl flooring in the sanctuary. 

• A choice was made for new sanctuary chairs.  An order from a 

North American supplier is on hold, pending a return to a more 

normal worship environment.  

• Kitchen updates including preparation table, prep sink, and  

more electrical outlets. 

• Lockable outside doors for the downstairs expansion space. 

• Worked with roofing contractor to resolve several minor leaks 

and replaced stained ceiling tiles. 

• Helped Steve Clay design and build a paraments rack behind 

the sacristy. 

• Obtained and installed warranty replacements for failed LED 

lights. 

 

Bob Chinnock 

Volunteer Building Manager 

 

Chair Style  

 

 

 

 

 

Fabric Style 

 

  


