
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Third Sunday of Advent 

December 13th, 2020 

Crown of Glory Lutheran Church 

 

 



We gather in silence. Worship begins with the tolling of a bell. 

 

WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS   

• Crown of Glory Prayer List: As a community of faith, we hold one another in prayer. This week, we 

especially pray for Barb C., Sylvia Q., Terry B., Cameron C., Larry M., Lou V., Gary H., Larry E., Lois 

P., Phil W., Shirley Lebo and family at the loss of her husband, Tom, and Mark Smith and family at the 

loss of Mark’s mother. May God continue to surround us all with strength and peace. 

• CoG Update: You may notice that both Pastor Laura and Tom Paulson, our Director of Worship and 

Music, are not in worship today. Unfortunately, Pastor Laura and her family all tested positive for 

COVID-19 and are in quarantine recovering. Tom was exposed to Pastor Laura during a music rehearsal 

before she knew she was sick. He has thankfully tested negative but is required to be in a 14-day 

quarantine based on exposure protocol. Please keep Pastor Laura and family in your prayers. We 

appreciate your understanding and flexibility with the staff as we navigate this time together. 

• CoG Virtual Giving Tree: We are now coming to that time to offer our support to families in need 

through our Giving Tree!  Each year we support about 100 individuals (about 25 families) with 

Christmas gifts, and this year the need is even greater than in years past.  This year, our Giving Tree is 

virtual, so please visit our website and locate the "Give Plus" Icon to donate! 

• THANK YOU: to Sherri Taylor for reading today’s scripture lesson, to Jenni Payne for providing our 

Children’s Message, and to Brian Boche, our AV technician, for helping to set up and run the live-

stream and the sound. We also want to thank the CoG congregation for your ongoing financial support 

and participation in worship during these times. Your support is greatly appreciated! 

• To be transparent regarding the stewardship of the church and the life of our congregation, we have 

printed our YTD Financial Update and our Live-Stream Worship Attendance Update below. 

 

CoG Worship Attendance for Sunday, December 6th:  

 Live-stream Live views: 91  

 Live-stream Next Day views: 155 

 

November Sustaining Fund Updates:   

Year-to-Date Mortgage & Cash Payments $678,513 

Year-to Date-Revenues $626,783 

Balance (-$51,730) 

 

HEAR US 

OPENING DIALOGUE 

P: Hear us, O Shepherd, as we cry to you. 

C: Restore us, O God. 

P: You who lead Joseph like a flock, 

C: restore us, O God; 

P: you, who are enthroned upon the cherubim. 

C: Restore us, O God. 

P: Shine forth before Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh. 

C: Restore us, O God. 

P: Stir up your strength and come to help us! 

C: Restore us, O God. 

P: Restore us, O God; 

C: let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 

 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH: Candle of Joy 

 



Tolling of a bell, followed by silence. 

REGROUPING PRAYER 

P: Let us pray. Eternal God,  

C: you lead your people with gentleness and wisdom. Bring peace to all on this earth, especially those 

in areas ravaged by war, poverty, greed, or pandemic, that all may be comforted by your 

salvation; through our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, forever and ever. 

 Amen. 

HEAL US 

SCRIPTURE READING: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 
1The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, 

  because the Lord has anointed me; 

 he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, 

  to bind up the brokenhearted, 

 to proclaim liberty to the captives, 

  and release to the prisoners; 

 2to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor, 

  and the day of vengeance of our God; 

  to comfort all who mourn; 

 3to provide for those who mourn in Zion— 

  to give them a garland instead of ashes, 

 the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 

  the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. 

 They will be called oaks of righteousness, 

  the planting of the Lord, to display his glory. 

 4They shall build up the ancient ruins, 

  they shall raise up the former devastations; 

 they shall repair the ruined cities, 

  the devastations of many generations. 

 8For I the Lord love justice, 

  I hate robbery and wrongdoing; 

 I will faithfully give them their recompense, 

  and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 

 9Their descendants shall be known among the nations, 

  and their offspring among the peoples; 

 all who see them shall acknowledge 

  that they are a people whom the Lord has blessed. 

 10I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, 

  my whole being shall exult in my God; 

 for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, 

  he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 

 as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 

  and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 

 11For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 

  and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, 

 so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise 

  to spring up before all the nations. 

P: Word of God, Word of Life. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 



GOSPEL: John 1:6-8, 19-28 

P: The holy gospel according to St. John. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all 

might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 

  19This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, 

“Who are you?” 20He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, “I am not the Messiah.” 21And they asked 

him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the prophet?” He answered, “No.” 22Then 

they said to him, “Who are you? Let us have an answer for those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 
23He said, 

 “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, 

 ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’” 

as the prophet Isaiah said. 

  24Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. 25They asked him, “Why then are you baptizing if you are 

neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?” 26John answered them, “I baptize with water. Among you 

stands one whom you do not know, 27the one who is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his 

sandal.” 28This took place in Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing. 

P: The gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE (Jenni Payne, Nursery Coordinator) 

 

MESSAGE “I Am Not...” (Pastor Reggie Klindworth) 

 

Tolling of a bell, followed by silence. 

REGROUPING PRAYER 

P: O Lord God of hosts, will you always be angry? 

C: How long, O Lord? 

P: Will you turn and hear our prayers? 

C: How long, O Lord? 

P: You feed us with the bread of tears.  

C: How long, O Lord? 

P: We drink tears day and night. 

C: How long, O Lord? 

P: Our friends revile us. 

C: How long, O Lord? 

P: Our enemies mock us. 

C: How long, O Lord? 

P: How long, O Lord, until you restore us? 

C: Let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 

 

SEND US 

OFFERING  Light Dawns on a Weary World (ELW 726) 

Even though we are not all together in one place where you could bring your offering envelope forward or place 

your gift in the offering plate as it goes by, we want to encourage you to continue to give as you are able. 

There are a couple of ways that you can do this, even now! If you give by offering envelope, please drop it in 

the mail, attention to:  

 

Crown of Glory Lutheran Church, 1141 Cardinal Street, Chaska, MN 55318 

 



Or for you tech savvy folks, we do offer a "TEXT TO GIVE" option! You can simply make your offering right 

now with your phone by texting to our secure account: the number is 833-497-3991. 

 

STEWARDSHIP COMMITMENT CARDS 2021: Please complete the card and place it in the mail as soon as 

you are able.  Or you can complete your Commitment conveniently online on our website and click on the 2021 

Stewardship Icon! 

PLEDGE INFORMATION AS OF 12/10/20 

TOTAL MEMBERS LISTED: 141 

TOTAL MEMBERS THAT PLEDGED IN PRIOR YEARS BUT HAVE NOT PLEDGED FOR 2021: 35 

NEW PLEDGERS FROM 2020 TO 2021: 10 (with a total amount of $37,100) 

TOTAL 2021 PLEDGERS: 106 (with a total amount of $315,228) 
 

We give thanks and praise for all gifts given toward our on-going mission! 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

P: Let us pray. Generous God, 

C: you have created all that is, and you provide for us in every season. Bless all that we offer, that 

through these gifts the world will receive your blessing. In the name of Jesus, Emmanuel, we pray. 

Amen. 

 

SYMPHONIC READING: Mark 12:1-11 and Psalm 80:8-18 

Reader 1: 

Then [Jesus] began to speak to them in parables. “A man planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a pit for 

the wine press, and built a watchtower; then he leased it to tenants and went to another country. 

Reader 2: 

You have brought a vine | out of Egypt; 

you cast out the nations and | planted it. 

You cleared the | ground for it; 

it took root and | filled the land. 

Reader 1: 

“When the season came, he sent a slave to the tenants to collect from them his share of the produce of the 

vineyard. 

Reader 2: 

The mountains were covered | by its shadow 

and the towering cedar trees | by its boughs. 

You stretched out its tendrils | to the sea 

and its branches | to the river. 

Reader 1: 

“But they seized him, and beat him, and sent him away emptyhanded. And again he sent another slave to them; 

this one they beat over the head and insulted. Then he sent another, and that one they killed. 

Reader 2: 

Why have you broken | down its wall, 

so that all who pass by pluck | off its grapes? 

The wild boar of the forest has | ravaged it, 

and the beasts of the field have | grazed upon it. 

Reader 1: 

“And so it was with many others; some they beat, and others they killed. He had still one other, a beloved son. 

Finally he sent him to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ 

Reader 2: 

Turn now, O | God of hosts, 

look | down from heaven; 



behold and | tend this vine; 

preserve what your right | hand has planted. 

Reader 1: 

“But those tenants said to one another, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him, and the inheritance will be ours.’ 

So they seized him, killed him, and threw him out of the vineyard. 

Reader 2: 

They burn it with | fire like rubbish; 

at the rebuke of your countenance | let them perish. 

Reader 1: 

“What then will the owner of the vineyard do? He will come and destroy the tenants and give the vineyard to 

others. 

Reader 2: 

Let your hand be upon the one at | your right hand, 

the one you have made so strong | for yourself. 

Reader 1: 

“Have you not read this scripture: ‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the keystone; this was the 

Lord’s doing, and it is amazing in our eyes’?” 

Reader 2: 

And so will we never turn a- | way from you; 

give us life, that we may call up- | on your name. 

 

Silence for reflection. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P: Blessed be God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, whose forgiveness is sure 

and whose steadfast love endures forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

P: Together let us honestly and humbly confess that we have not lived as God desires. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

P: Loving and forgiving God, 

C: we confess that we are held captive by sin. Despite our best efforts, we have gone astray.  

We have not welcomed the stranger; 

we have not loved our neighbor; 

we have not been Christ to one another. 

Restore us, O God. 

Wake us up and turn us from our sin. 

Renew us each day in the light of Christ. Amen. 

 

P: People of God, hear this glad news: 

by God’s endless grace 

your sins are forgiven, and you are free— 

free from all that holds you back 

and free to live. 

May you be strengthened in God’s love, 

☩ comforted by Christ’s peace, 

and accompanied by the presence of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 



PRAYER AND BLESSING 

P: Let us wait patiently for the Lord. 

C: God’s restoration will surely come. 

P: Let us take courage in the face of the darkness. 

C: God’s light will surely shine. 

P: Let us follow wherever God leads. 

C: God’s guidance is surely true. 

P: Let us receive the Lord anew. 

C: God’s salvation has surely come. Come, Lord Jesus, come. 

 

P: The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting, 

the long-expected Savior fill you with love, 

the unexpected Spirit guide your journey, 

☩ now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

DISMISSAL 

P: Go in peace, protected by the light of Christ. 

C: Thanks be to God. We will!  

 

Worship ends with the tolling of a bell. We depart in silence. 
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