
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Sunday of Christmas 

December 27, 2020 

Crown of Glory Lutheran Church 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PRELUDE In the Bleak Midwinter (Cranham, arr. Thomas Keesecker) 

 

WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS   

• Chaska Rocks Sweater Drive: Bring your clean, gently used (good condition) sweaters to the CoG 

Parking Lot on January 2nd from 9:00am-11:00am. All donations will be sorted and made available for 

pick-up later in the day. Masks required! 

• December Giving!  As of today, we have received $78,705 in offerings and gifts!  We are so grateful for your 

support as we seek our goal of $112,000 for this month, to continue to sustain our ministries and support our 

budget through the end of the year! 

• THANK YOU: to our Worship Team for leading today’s service and to our AV technician for helping 

to set up and run the livestream and the sound. We also want to thank the CoG congregation for your 

ongoing financial support and participation in worship during these times.  

• To be transparent regarding the stewardship of the church and the life of our congregation, we have 

printed our YTD Financial Update and our Live-Stream Worship Attendance Update below. 

 

CoG Worship Attendance for Thursday, December 24:  

 Live-stream Live views: 94  

 Next Day Live-stream views: 193 

 

November Sustaining Fund Updates:   

Year-to-Date Mortgage & Cash Payments $678,513 

Year-to Date-Revenues $626,783 

Balance (-$51,730) 

 

CONFESSIONAL SONG Hark! The Herald Angels Sing (ELW 270) 

 



 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who was in the beginning, 

who makes a dwelling among us, 

who covers us with justice and mercy. 

C: Amen. 

 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P: God of goodness and grace, 

C: we confess that we have sinned against you and our neighbors. 

We have forgotten your promise of new life. 

We have turned away from the lowly and downtrodden. 

In your abundant mercy, forgive us our sins,  

those we know and those known only to you,  

for the sake of the one who came to live among us, 

Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

 

P: Hear the good news of hope, peace, and salvation!  

God forgives us all our sins, 

not through our own work, 

but through ☩ Jesus Christ, made known to all people. 

With all who come to the manger, 

rejoice in this amazing gift of grace. 

C: Amen. 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE On Christmas Night (ELW 274) (vs. 1&4) 



 
GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray. Almighty God,  

C: you wonderfully created the dignity of human nature and yet more wonderfully restored it. In 

your mercy, let us share the divine life of the one who came to share our humanity, Jesus Christ, 

your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

SCRIPTURE READING: Isaiah 61:10-62:3 
10I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, 

  my whole being shall exult in my God; 

 for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, 

  he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 

 as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 

  and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 

 11For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 

  and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, 

 so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise 

  to spring up before all the nations. 



 62:1For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, 

  and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, 

 until her vindication shines out like the dawn, 

  and her salvation like a burning torch. 

 2The nations shall see your vindication, 

  and all the kings your glory; 

 and you shall be called by a new name 

  that the mouth of the LORD will give. 

 3You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD, 

  and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 

P: Word of God, Word of Life. 

C:  Thanks be to God.  

 

ACCLAMATION CAROL Your Little Ones, Dear Lord (ELW 286) (vs. 1 & 4) 

 

 
HOLY GOSPEL: Luke 2: 22-40 

P: The holy gospel according to St. Luke. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
22When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, [Joseph and 

Mary] brought [Jesus] up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23(as it is written in the law of the Lord, 



“Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord”), 24and they offered a sacrifice according to what 

is stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.” 

  25Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and devout, looking 

forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. 26It had been revealed to him by the Holy 

Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came 

into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the 

law, 28Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying, 

 29“Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 

  according to your word; 

 30for my eyes have seen your salvation, 

  31which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 

 32a light for revelation to the Gentiles 

  and for glory to your people Israel.” 

  33And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. 34Then Simeon blessed 

them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to 

be a sign that will be opposed 35so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce 

your own soul too.” 

  36There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, 

having lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, 37then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She 

never left the temple but worshiped there with fasting and prayer night and day. 38At that moment she came and 

began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. 

  39When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own 

town of Nazareth. 40The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him. 

P: The gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE (Jenni Payne, CoG Nursery Coordinator) 

 

SERMON “Prophecy Fulfilled and Foretold” (Pastor Laura Laughlin) 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY O Lord, Now Let Your Servant (ELW 313) 

 



 
A CONTEMPORARY STATEMENT OF FAITH (United Church of Canada (1969), adapted) 

P:  With the whole Church on Earth, let us confess our faith. 

C:  We believe in God: 

     who has created and is creating, 

     who has come in Jesus, 

        the Word made flesh, 

        to reconcile and make new, 

   who works in us and others 

       by the Spirit. 

 

We trust in God.  

 

We are called to be the Church: 

    to celebrate God’s presence, 

     to live with respect in Creation, 

    to love and serve others, 

    to seek justice and resist evil, 

    to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, 

        our judge and our hope. 

 

In life, in death, in life beyond death, 

     God is with us. 

We are not alone. 

    Thanks be to God! 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

P: Joining our voices with the song of the angels, let us pray for the church, the world, and all who are in 

need. 



 

Night and day, all creation praises you, O God. Strengthen your church across nations, denominations, 

and traditions. Fill us with wisdom and unify our proclamation of your forgiveness and mercy. Hear us, 

O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

 

P: All creation is holy to you, O God. You cause the earth to bring forth its shoots and gardens to spring up. 

Protect hibernating animals and frozen lands that wait earnestly for longer days of awakening and 

growth. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

 

P: The nations are upheld by your hand, O God. Cause righteousness and praise to spring forth, inspiring 

leaders to serve with compassion and integrity. Send your spirit of discernment upon legislators 

grappling with complex decisions for the sake of the common good. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

 

P: Send the spirit of your Son into our hearts, O God. Come quickly to hearts that race with fear, hearts that 

break with grief, and hearts that long for wholeness, especially Barb C., Sylvia Q., Terry B., Cameron 

C., Larry M., Gary H., Larry E., and Lois P. Reveal your power to heal and to save. 

We also lift up to you all those around the world who continue to be affected by the outbreak of 

COVID-19. Surround all who are sick, all who are grieving the death of a loved one, and all who are 

consumed with the fear of what is yet to come with your healing presence. Come near to us and assure 

us all that you are here with us and you will not forsake us. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

 

P: God of mercy, come quickly to us with grace upon grace as we lift these and all our prayers to you, in 

the name of Jesus. 

C: Amen. 

 

PEACE 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always! 

C: And also with you! 

OFFERING Light of the Stable (by Steve & Elizabeth Rhymer) 

Even though we are not all together in one place where you could bring your offering envelope forward or place 

your gift in the offering plate as it goes by, we want to encourage you to continue to give as you are able. 

There are a couple of ways that you can do this, even now! If you give by offering envelope, please drop it in 

the mail, attention to:  

 

Crown of Glory Lutheran Church, 1141 Cardinal Street, Chaska, MN 55318 

 

Or for you tech savvy folks, we do offer a "TEXT TO GIVE" option! You can simply make your offering right 

now with your phone by texting to our secure account: the number is 833-497-3991. You can also visit our 

website and locate the "GIVE+Online" icon to give online! 

 

STEWARDSHIP COMMITMENT CARDS 2021: Please complete the card and place it in the mail as soon as 

you are able.  Or you can complete your Commitment conveniently online on our website and click on the 2021 

Stewardship Icon! 
 

PLEDGE INFORMATION AS OF 12/23/20 

NEW PLEDGERS FROM 2020 TO 2021: 11 (with a total amount of $40,600) 

TOTAL 2021 PLEDGERS: 112 (with a total amount of $360,598) 



LAST YEAR’S TOTAL PLEDGERS: 87 (with a total amount of $327,264) 

Again, we give thanks and praise for all gifts given toward our on-going mission. 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

P: Let us pray. Gracious God, 

C: you came to us as one unknown, 

bringing joy and salvation to the earth. 

Nourish us in body and spirit, 

that with all who welcome your birth 

we may proclaim your peace, 

revealed in Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER  

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.  

C: Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  

and the power, and the glory,  

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN Angels, from the Realms of Glory (ELW 275)  

 



 

BLESSING 

P: Almighty God, 

who sent the Holy Spirit to Mary, 

proclaimed joy through the angels, 

sent the shepherds with good news, 

and led the magi by a star, 

bless you this day ☩ through the Word made flesh. 

C: Amen. 

 

DISMISSAL 

P: Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus. 

C: Thanks be to God. We will!  

 

POSTLUDE Joy to the World (Antioch, arr. Christopher Uehlein) 
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