
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

December 20th, 2020 

Crown of Glory Lutheran Church 

 

 



We gather in silence. Worship begins with the tolling of a bell. 

 

WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS   

• Crown of Glory Prayer List: As a community of faith, we hold one another in prayer. This week, we 

especially pray for Barb C., Sylvia Q., Terry B., Cameron C., Larry M., Gary H., Larry E., Lois P., and 

Phil W. May God continue to surround us all with strength and peace. 

• CoG Virtual Christmas Narrative:  Be sure to go to our YouTube page at 3:00pm on Christmas Eve 

for the debut of this year’s Christmas Narrative: “Do Not Be Afraid!”  

• CoG Livestream Christmas Eve Worship: After watching the Christmas Narrative, tune in to our 

livestream Christmas Eve worship service at 3:30pm! 

• CoG Virtual Giving Tree: We are now coming to that time to offer our support to families in need 

through our Giving Tree!  Each year we support about 100 individuals (about 25 families) with 

Christmas gifts, and this year the need is even greater than in years past.  This year, our Giving Tree is 

virtual, so please visit our website and locate the "GIVE+Online" icon to donate! 

• THANK YOU: to our Worship Team for leading today’s service and to our AV technician for helping 

to set up and run the livestream and the sound. We also want to thank the CoG congregation for your 

ongoing financial support and participation in worship during these times. Your support is greatly 

appreciated! 

• To be transparent regarding the stewardship of the church and the life of our congregation, we have 

printed our YTD Financial Update and our Live-Stream Worship Attendance Update below. 

 

CoG Worship Attendance for Sunday, December 13:  

 Live-stream Live views: 84  

 Live-stream Next Day views: 155 

 

November Sustaining Fund Updates:   

Year-to-Date Mortgage & Cash Payments $678,513 

Year-to Date-Revenues $626,783 

Balance (-$51,730) 

 

HEAR US 

OPENING DIALOGUE 

P: Hear us, O Shepherd, as we cry to you. 

C: Restore us, O God. 

P: You who lead Joseph like a flock, 

C: restore us, O God; 

P: you, who are enthroned upon the cherubim. 

C: Restore us, O God. 

P: Shine forth before Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh. 

C: Restore us, O God. 

P: Stir up your strength and come to help us! 

C: Restore us, O God. 

P: Restore us, O God; 

C: let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 

 

SONG Signs and Wonders (ELW 672) 



 
 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH: Candle of Peace 

 

REFRAIN: How Long, O Lord? (vs. 1-2) (by Tom Paulson and Pastor Laura Laughlin) 

 

Verse 1 

The land upon which we build our lives, 

groans with the betrayal of turning a blind eye. 

The glances chanced from behind our walls of difference 

fail to see an equal. 

 

Chorus 1 

How long, O Lord? How long, O Lord? 

Our souls long for you. Our souls long for you. 

 

Verse 2 

Color erupts from the jails of hushed traditions, 

claiming its dignity, spilling in the streets. 

Disease and despair flood and burn  

the hills and valleys of our lives. 

 

Chorus 2 

How long, O Lord? How long, O Lord? 

Our hearts yearn for you. Our hearts yearn for you. 

 
Tolling of a bell, followed by silence. 

 



REGROUPING PRAYER 

P: Let us pray. Eternal God,  

C: you lead your people with gentleness and wisdom. Bring peace to all on this earth, especially those 

in areas ravaged by war, poverty, greed, or pandemic, that all may be comforted by your 

salvation; through our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, forever and ever. 

 Amen. 

HEAL US 

SCRIPTURE READING: Luke 1:46b-55 
46bMy soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 

  47my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 

 48for you, Lord, have looked with favor on your lowly servant. 

  From this day all generations will call me blessed: 

 49you, the Almighty, have done great things for me 

  and holy is your name. 

 50You have mercy on those who fear you, 

  from generation to generation. 

 51You have shown strength with your arm 

  and scattered the proud in their conceit, 

 52casting down the mighty from their thrones 

  and lifting up the lowly. 

 53You have filled the hungry with good things 

  and sent the rich away empty. 

 54You have come to the aid of your servant Israel, 

  to remember the promise of mercy, 

 55the promise made to our forbears, 

  to Abraham and his children forever.  

P: Word of God, Word of Life. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL: Luke 1:26-38 

P: The holy gospel according to St. Luke. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 27to a virgin 

engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28And he came 

to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” 29But she was much perplexed by his words 

and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 30The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have 

found favor with God. 31And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him 

Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the 

throne of his ancestor David. 33He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be 

no end.” 34Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” 35The angel said to her, “The Holy 

Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born 

will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 36And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived 

a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. 37For nothing will be impossible with God.” 
38Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the 

angel departed from her. 

P: The gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE (Pastor Reggie Klindworth) 

 



MESSAGE “Taking a Moment to Ponder” (Pastor Reggie Klindworth) 

 

SONG Canticle of the Turning (ELW 723) 

 
 



Tolling of a bell, followed by silence. 

REGROUPING PRAYER 

P: O Lord God of hosts, will you always be angry? 

C: How long, O Lord? 

P: Will you turn and hear our prayers? 

C: How long, O Lord? 

P: You feed us with the bread of tears.  

C: How long, O Lord? 

P: We drink tears day and night. 

C: How long, O Lord? 

P: Our friends revile us. 

C: How long, O Lord? 

P: Our enemies mock us. 

C: How long, O Lord? 

P: How long, O Lord, until you restore us? 

C: Let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 

 

REFRAIN How Long, O Lord? (vs 3-4) (by Tom Paulson and Pastor Laura Laughlin) 

 

Verse 3 

The eyes of the young and old look to the stable 

with a doubt often stronger than faith. 

The promise proclaiming that you will enter in 

to this world is where our hope is found. 

 

Chorus 3 

How long, O Lord? How long, O Lord? 

Our eyes look to you. Our eyes look to you. 

 

Verse 4 

The rough manger edges mirror 

the surface of our hearts. O Lord, break in. 

Birth in us a light that blinds the darkness, 

and a heart as strong as a newborn's cry. 

Chorus 4 

How long, O Lord? How long, O Lord? 

Our candles are lit for you. Our candles are lit for you. 

 

OFFERING My Soul Magnifies the Lord (by Chris Tomlin & Daniel Carson) 

Even though we are not all together in one place where you could bring your offering envelope forward or place 

your gift in the offering plate as it goes by, we want to encourage you to continue to give as you are able. 

There are a couple of ways that you can do this, even now! If you give by offering envelope, please drop it in 

the mail, attention to:  

 

Crown of Glory Lutheran Church, 1141 Cardinal Street, Chaska, MN 55318 

 

Or for you tech savvy folks, we do offer a "TEXT TO GIVE" option! You can simply make your offering right 

now with your phone by texting to our secure account: the number is 833-497-3991. 

 



STEWARDSHIP COMMITMENT CARDS 2021: Please complete the card and place it in the mail as soon as 

you are able.  Or you can complete your Commitment conveniently online on our website and click on the 2021 

Stewardship Icon! 

PLEDGE INFORMATION AS OF 12/17/20 

NEW PLEDGERS FROM 2020 TO 2021: 10 (with a total amount of $37,100) 

TOTAL 2021 PLEDGERS: 110 (with a total amount of $353,978) 

LAST YEAR’S TOTAL PLEDGERS: 87 (with a total amount of $327,264) 

 

We give thanks and praise for all gifts given toward our on-going mission! 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

P: Let us pray. Generous God, 

C: you have created all that is, and you provide for us in every season. Bless all that we offer, that 

through these gifts the world will receive your blessing. In the name of Jesus, Emmanuel, we pray. 

Amen. 

 

SYMPHONIC READING: Mark 12:1-11 and Psalm 80:8-18 

 
 

Reader: 

Then [Jesus] began to speak to them in parables. “A man planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a pit for 

the wine press, and built a watchtower; then he leased it to tenants and went to another country. 

Cantors: 

You have brought a vine | out of Egypt; 

you cast out the nations and | planted it. 

You cleared the | ground for it; 

it took root and | filled the land. 

Reader: 

“When the season came, he sent a slave to the tenants to collect from them his share of the produce of the 

vineyard. 

Cantors: 

The mountains were covered | by its shadow 

and the towering cedar trees | by its boughs. 

You stretched out its tendrils | to the sea 

and its branches | to the river. 

Reader: 

“But they seized him, and beat him, and sent him away emptyhanded. And again he sent another slave to them; 

this one they beat over the head and insulted. Then he sent another, and that one they killed. 

Cantors: 

Why have you broken | down its wall, 

so that all who pass by pluck | off its grapes? 

The wild boar of the forest has | ravaged it, 

and the beasts of the field have | grazed upon it. 

Reader: 

“And so it was with many others; some they beat, and others they killed. He had still one other, a beloved son. 

Finally he sent him to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ 

Cantors: 



Turn now, O | God of hosts, 

look | down from heaven; 

behold and | tend this vine; 

preserve what your right | hand has planted. 

Reader: 

“But those tenants said to one another, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him, and the inheritance will be ours.’ 

So they seized him, killed him, and threw him out of the vineyard. 

Cantor: 

They burn it with | fire like rubbish; 

at the rebuke of your countenance | let them perish. 

Reader: 

“What then will the owner of the vineyard do? He will come and destroy the tenants and give the vineyard to 

others. 

Cantor: 

Let your hand be upon the one at | your right hand, 

the one you have made so strong | for yourself. 

Reader: 

“Have you not read this scripture: ‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the keystone; this was the 

Lord’s doing, and it is amazing in our eyes’?” 

Cantor: 

And so will we never turn a- | way from you; 

give us life, that we may call up- | on your name. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

SEND US 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P: Blessed be God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, whose forgiveness is sure 

and whose steadfast love endures forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

P: Together let us honestly and humbly confess that we have not lived as God desires. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

P: Loving and forgiving God, 

C: we confess that we are held captive by sin. Despite our best efforts, we have gone astray.  

We have not welcomed the stranger; 

we have not loved our neighbor; 

we have not been Christ to one another. 

Restore us, O God. 

Wake us up and turn us from our sin. 

Renew us each day in the light of Christ. Amen. 

 

P: People of God, hear this glad news: 

by God’s endless grace 

your sins are forgiven, and you are free— 

free from all that holds you back 

and free to live. 

May you be strengthened in God’s love, 

☩ comforted by Christ’s peace, 

and accompanied by the presence of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 



 

SONG Good Christian Friends, Rejoice (ELW 288) 

 
PRAYER AND BLESSING 

P: Let us wait patiently for the Lord. 

C: God’s restoration will surely come. 

P: Let us take courage in the face of the darkness. 

C: God’s light will surely shine. 

P: Let us follow wherever God leads. 

C: God’s guidance is surely true. 

P: Let us receive the Lord anew. 

C: God’s salvation has surely come. Come, Lord Jesus, come. 



 

P: The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting, 

the long-expected Savior fill you with love, 

the unexpected Spirit guide your journey, 

☩ now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

DISMISSAL 

P: Go in peace, protected by the light of Christ. 

C: Thanks be to God. We will!  

 

Worship ends with the tolling of a bell. We depart in silence. 
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