
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Sunday of Advent 

November 29th, 2020 

Crown of Glory Lutheran Church 

 

 



We gather in silence. Worship begins with the tolling of a bell. 

 

WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS   

• Crown of Glory Prayer List: As a community of faith, we hold one another in prayer. This week, we 

especially pray for Barb C., Sylvia Q., Terry B., Cameron C., Larry M., Lou V., Gary H., Gretchen C., 

and Noel N. May God continue to surround us all with strength and peace. 

• Advent 2020 “Lament and Hope”: This year’s Advent season will be unlike any other! Not only will 

we be living into this time of waiting, but this year we will be embracing the tension between lamenting 

traditions lost due to COVID-19 and the strong hope that still awaits us at Christmas. Join us for an 

incredibly unique and special Advent Worship series at 9:30am on Sundays (12.6, 12.13, 12.20). Be sure 

to have a candle ready!  

• New Advent Hymn: Yes! You read that right! Pastor Laura and Tom Paulson have once again 

collaborated on another hymn, How Long, O Lord? You can read all about this new hymn in your 

Crownicle and we will also be singing this hymn each Sunday in Advent. Praise God for the blessings of 

collaboration and music! 

• THANK YOU: to our Worship Team for leading today’s service, to Grant Taylor for reading scripture, 

and to our AV technician for helping to set up and run the livestream and the sound. We also want to 

thank the CoG congregation for your ongoing financial support and participation in worship during these 

times. Your support is greatly appreciated! 

• To be transparent regarding the stewardship of the church and the life of our congregation, we have 

printed our YTD Financial Update and our Live-Stream Worship Attendance Update below. 

 

CoG Worship Attendance for Sunday, November 22:  

 Live-stream Live views: 86  

 Live-stream Next Day views: 158 

 

October Sustaining Fund Updates:   

Year-to-Date Mortgage & Cash Payments $617,199 

Year-to Date-Revenues $582,718 

Balance (-$34,481) 

 

HEAR US 

OPENING DIALOGUE 

P: Hear us, O Shepherd, as we cry to you. 

C: Restore us, O God. 

P: You who lead Joseph like a flock, 

C: restore us, O God; 

P: you, who are enthroned upon the cherubim. 

C: Restore us, O God. 

P: Shine forth before Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh. 

C: Restore us, O God. 

P: Stir up your strength and come to help us! 

C: Restore us, O God. 

P: Restore us, O God; 

C: let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 

 

SONG O Come, O Come Emmanuel (ELW 257) (vs. 1, 2, 6, 7) 

 



 
 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH: Candle of Hope 

 

REFRAIN: How Long, O Lord? (vs. 1-2) (by Tom Paulson and Pastor Laura Laughlin) 

 

Verse 1 

The land upon which we build our lives, 

groans with the betrayal of turning a blind eye. 

The glances chanced from behind our walls of difference 

fail to see an equal. 

 



Chorus 1 

How long, O Lord? How long, O Lord? 

Our souls long for you. Our souls long for you. 

 

Verse 2 

Color erupts from the jails of hushed traditions, 

claiming its dignity, spilling in the streets. 

Disease and despair flood and burn  

the hills and valleys of our lives. 

 

Chorus 2 

How long, O Lord? How long, O Lord? 

Our hearts yearn for you. Our hearts yearn for you. 

 
Tolling of a bell, followed by silence. 

REGROUPING PRAYER 

P: Let us pray. Eternal God,  

C: you lead your people with gentleness and wisdom. Bring peace to all on this earth, especially those 

in areas ravaged by war, poverty, greed, or pandemic, that all may be comforted by your 

salvation; through our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, forever and ever. 

 Amen. 

HEAL US 

SCRIPTURE READING: Isaiah 64: 1-9 
1O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, 

  so that the mountains would quake at your presence— 

 2as when fire kindles brushwood 

  and the fire causes water to boil— 

 to make your name known to your adversaries, 

  so that the nations might tremble at your presence! 

 3When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, 

  you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 

 4From ages past no one has heard, 

  no ear has perceived, 

 no eye has seen any God besides you, 

  who works for those who wait for him. 

 5You meet those who gladly do right, 

  those who remember you in your ways. 

 But you were angry, and we sinned; 

  because you hid yourself we transgressed. 

 6We have all become like one who is unclean, 

  and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. 

 We all fade like a leaf, 

  and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 

 7There is no one who calls on your name, 

  or attempts to take hold of you; 

 for you have hidden your face from us, 

  and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity. 

 8Yet, O Lord, you are our Father; 

  we are the clay, and you are our potter; 



  we are all the work of your hand. 

 9Do not be exceedingly angry, O Lord, 

  and do not remember iniquity forever. 

  Now consider, we are all your people. 

P: Word of God, Word of Life. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL: Mark 13:24-37 

P: The holy gospel according to St. Mark. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said:] 24“In those days, after that suffering, 

 the sun will be darkened, 

  and the moon will not give its light, 

 25and the stars will be falling from heaven, 

  and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 
26Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. 27Then he will send out the 

angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 

  28“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, you know 

that summer is near. 29So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very 

gates. 30Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place. 31Heaven and 

earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 

  32“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 
33Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. 34It is like a man going on a journey, when 

he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the 

watch. 35Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, 

or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, 36or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. 37And 

what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.” 

P: The gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE “Worth Our Time” (Jenni Payne, CoG Nursery Coordinator) 

 

MESSAGE “Keep Awake!” (Pastor Laura Laughlin) 

 

SONG Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn (ELW 242) 

 

 

 



 

 
Tolling of a bell, followed by silence. 

REGROUPING PRAYER 

P: O Lord God of hosts, will you always be angry? 

C: How long, O Lord? 

P: Will you turn and hear our prayers? 

C: How long, O Lord? 

P: You feed us with the bread of tears.  

C: How long, O Lord? 

P: We drink tears day and night. 

C: How long, O Lord? 

P: Our friends revile us. 

C: How long, O Lord? 

P: Our enemies mock us. 

C: How long, O Lord? 

P: How long, O Lord, until you restore us? 

C: Let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 

 

REFRAIN How Long, O Lord? (vs 3-4) (by Tom Paulson and Pastor Laura Laughlin) 

 

Verse 3 

The eyes of the young and old look to the stable 

with a doubt often stronger than faith. 



The promise proclaiming that you will enter in 

to this world is where our hope is found. 

 

Chorus 3 

How long, O Lord? How long, O Lord? 

Our eyes look to you. Our eyes look to you. 

 

Verse 4 

The rough manger edges mirror 

the surface of our hearts. O Lord, break in. 

Birth in us a light that blinds the darkness, 

and a heart as strong as a newborn's cry. 

 

Chorus 4 

How long, O Lord? How long, O Lord? 

Our candles are lit for you. Our candles are lit for you. 

 

SEND US 

OFFERING Come Lord Jesus (Even So Come) (by Chris Tomlin, Jason Ingram, Jess Cates) 

Even though we are not all together in one place where you could bring your offering envelope forward or place 

your gift in the offering plate as it goes by, we want to encourage you to continue to give as you are able. 

There are a couple of ways that you can do this, even now! If you give by offering envelope, please drop it in 

the mail, attention to:  

 

Crown of Glory Lutheran Church, 1141 Cardinal Street, Chaska, MN 55318 

 

Or for you tech savvy folks, we do offer a "TEXT TO GIVE" option! You can simply make your offering right 

now with your phone by texting to our secure account: the number is 833-497-3991. 

 

STEWARDSHIP COMMITMENT CARDS 2021: Please complete the card and place it in the mail as soon as 

you are able.  Or you can complete your Commitment conveniently online on our website and click on the 2021 

Stewardship Icon! 

 

Again, we give thanks and praise for all gifts given toward our on-going mission. 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

P: Let us pray. Generous God, 

C: you have created all that is, and you provide for us in every season. Bless all that we offer, that 

through these gifts the world will receive your blessing. In the name of Jesus, Emmanuel, we pray. 

Amen. 

 

SYMPHONIC READING: Mark 12:1-11 and Psalm 80:8-18 

 
 

Reader: 

Then [Jesus] began to speak to them in parables. “A man planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a pit for 

the wine press, and built a watchtower; then he leased it to tenants and went to another country. 



Cantors: 

You have brought a vine | out of Egypt; 

you cast out the nations and | planted it. 

You cleared the | ground for it; 

it took root and | filled the land. 

Reader: 

“When the season came, he sent a slave to the tenants to collect from them his share of the produce of the 

vineyard. 

Cantors: 

The mountains were covered | by its shadow 

and the towering cedar trees | by its boughs. 

You stretched out its tendrils | to the sea 

and its branches | to the river. 

Reader: 

“But they seized him, and beat him, and sent him away emptyhanded. And again he sent another slave to them; 

this one they beat over the head and insulted. Then he sent another, and that one they killed. 

Cantors: 

Why have you broken | down its wall, 

so that all who pass by pluck | off its grapes? 

The wild boar of the forest has | ravaged it, 

and the beasts of the field have | grazed upon it. 

Reader: 

“And so it was with many others; some they beat, and others they killed. He had still one other, a beloved son. 

Finally he sent him to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ 

Cantors: 

Turn now, O | God of hosts, 

look | down from heaven; 

behold and | tend this vine; 

preserve what your right | hand has planted. 

Reader: 

“But those tenants said to one another, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him, and the inheritance will be ours.’ 

So they seized him, killed him, and threw him out of the vineyard. 

Cantor: 

They burn it with | fire like rubbish; 

at the rebuke of your countenance | let them perish. 

Reader: 

“What then will the owner of the vineyard do? He will come and destroy the tenants and give the vineyard to 

others. 

Cantor: 

Let your hand be upon the one at | your right hand, 

the one you have made so strong | for yourself. 

Reader: 

“Have you not read this scripture: ‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the keystone; this was the 

Lord’s doing, and it is amazing in our eyes’?” 

Cantor: 

And so will we never turn a- | way from you; 

give us life, that we may call up- | on your name. 

 

Silence for reflection. 

 

 



CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P: Blessed be God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, whose forgiveness is sure 

and whose steadfast love endures forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

P: Together let us honestly and humbly confess that we have not lived as God desires. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

P: Loving and forgiving God, 

C: we confess that we are held captive by sin. Despite our best efforts, we have gone astray.  

We have not welcomed the stranger; 

we have not loved our neighbor; 

we have not been Christ to one another. 

Restore us, O God. 

Wake us up and turn us from our sin. 

Renew us each day in the light of Christ. Amen. 

 

P: People of God, hear this glad news: 

by God’s endless grace 

your sins are forgiven, and you are free— 

free from all that holds you back 

and free to live. 

May you be strengthened in God’s love, 

☩ comforted by Christ’s peace, 

and accompanied by the presence of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 

SONG Blessed Be the God of Israel (ELW 250) 

 

 



 

 
 

PRAYER AND BLESSING 

P: Let us wait patiently for the Lord. 

C: God’s restoration will surely come. 

P: Let us take courage in the face of the darkness. 

C: God’s light will surely shine. 

P: Let us follow wherever God leads. 

C: God’s guidance is surely true. 

P: Let us receive the Lord anew. 

C: God’s salvation has surely come. Come, Lord Jesus, come. 

 

P: The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting, 

the long-expected Savior fill you with love, 

the unexpected Spirit guide your journey, 

☩ now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

DISMISSAL 

P: Go in peace, protected by the light of Christ. 

C: Thanks be to God. We will!  

 

Worship ends with the tolling of a bell. We depart in silence. 
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