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From the Desk of Pastor Reggie 

Eager to be Together  

If there is one thing the COVID-19 pandemic has done during these last few months, it is 
summoning in each of us an eagerness to be together.  Before the pandemic, gathering was 
a normal part of our lives.  We enjoyed simple things like gathering for worship, eating 
Wednesday evening dinners in the Sun Hall, enjoying Bible study on Wednesday morning, 
quilting each Monday in the Bethany room, practicing with the Chancel and Bell Choirs and 
Servant Song on Wednesday evenings, participating in small group ministries regularly, our 
children attending Sunday School, Connect and Confirmation classes meeting in large and 
small groups, as well as a host of other outreach ministries that all operated on their own.  It 
seems so long ago that we gathered for these moments. 
 

Those simple things have now changed.  As a response to COVID-19, our congregation is  
taking the necessary precautions to prevent further spread of this virus, but just because we 
are not gathering in person for all those important ministries does not mean we are not   
being the church.  On the contrary, our worship life continues to be broadcasted via 
livestream each Sunday morning.  Our small group ministries have continued to meet         
virtually over Zoom to accomplish the business of the church and the ministries we are 
called to do.  This coming fall, we will continue to be the church together and begin our    
program ministries once more from a distance. 
 

On Rally Sunday, September 13, we will kick off the program year with an outdoor parking   
lot worship!  Yes, this year’s Rally Day will be a little different, but we are going to celebrate 
this opportunity to be together!  Following worship there will be a children’s scavenger  
hunt around the church property, sponsored and led by our Creation Care Team.  There will 
also be an outdoor Ministry Fair, displaying all the ways you can be involved and invested in 
the life of the church, even during this pandemic.  Registration for our program ministries 
will be opening as we kick off all children and youth ministries. 
 

All ministries and educational opportunities will be virtual as we begin this new program 
year.  Take the time to review each of the program ministry updates in this edition of the 
Crownicle and visit our website for more details on registration. 
 

Finally, I encourage you to hold on to your eagerness to meet once again in person with joy 
and patience.  We look forward to being the church with you in a new way! 
 

In Christ, 

Pastor Reggie Klindworth  

Senior Pastor  
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Fall Faith Formation 2020 

It comes as no surprise that this fall will not look like anything Crown 

of Glory has experienced before. In total honesty, I look back on the 

conversations among staff members in March when Minnesota    

experienced the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic with amusement 

because at that point, we were all convinced that life would return 

to normal by Easter! We did not think there was any way that the 

virus would stick around and wreak havoc for longer than a month. 

Here we are, 5+ months later, and what was considered a total     

upheaval of life as we knew it has now become our new “normal.” 

Worship services remain livestreamed, with intermittent in-person 

outdoor gatherings taking place as we are able. This fall’s Rally     

Sunday worship will be an outdoor service, with the annual Ministry 

Fair taking place in the parking lot instead of the Sun Hall. No matter 

how different things look, we will celebrate all opportunities large 

and small to be together in community and ministry. 

Because of the limitations of COVID-19, all adult educational oppor-

tunities and faith milestone classes will be offered in a virtual setting 

for the foreseeable future. Just because we cannot be together in 

person does not mean that we cannot “gather” to learn, grow, and 

journey in faith! It just might look a little different than before. 

Here are a few opportunities to look forward to this fall: 

First Communion Class 

This past spring, it was agreed upon to postpone the First            

Communion Class until the fall when we would hopefully be able to 

meet in person, but as I mentioned before, COVID-19 is sticking 

around much longer than anticipated.  

Therefore, I am planning to offer a virtual First Communion Class on 

Sunday, October 18. We encourage all 3rd grade students and older 

not yet receiving the sacrament to attend this instruction time. 

Younger children are welcome at the discretion of their parent or 

guardian. Unfortunately, this class will not be able to include the  

option for students and parents to make their own chalices, but my 

goal is to provide that opportunity once we are able to gather in-

person prior to celebrating First Communion in worship. The First 

Communion Celebration in worship will also take place once we are 

able to worship in-person indoors.  

“Our soul waits 

for the Lord; he is 

our help and 

shield. Our heart 

is glad in him,  

because we trust 

in his holy name. 

Let your steadfast 

love, O Lord, be 

upon us, even as 

we hope in you.” 

Psalm 33:20-22 

 

Pastoral Needs 

If your family has pastoral needs such 

as baptisms, marriage preparation, 

hospital visits, experiencing stress, 

transition or grief, please contact   

Pastor Reggie or Pastor Laura; we are 

glad to serve you and your family.  

Caring Hands 

This team responds to the special 

needs of families within our congrega-

tion.  For more information, or to notify 

the church about a family event,    

contact Pastor Reggie or Pastor Laura. 

 

Senior Pastor 

Reggie Klindworth 

pastorreggie@crownofglory.org 

952-448-3230 Ext. 3 

 
Associate Pastor 

Laura Laughlin 

pastorlaura@crownofglory.org 

952-448-3230 Ext. 4 

From the Desk of Pastor Laura 
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Women’s Bible Study 

The Women’s Bible Study is going to make a come-back! Our first   

virtual gathering will be on Saturday, September 19 and will follow 

the once-a-month meeting schedule that we did prior to our abrupt 

ending. I will be in contact with all the participants from this past year 

and will also welcome any other women who would like to join in for 

the first time!  

When we were interrupted by COVID-19 back in March, we had just      

finished the second chapter of the book of Ruth. We will start with a     

review and continue from there! Our schedule for the fall will be: 

September 19 – Ruth review (Chapters 1 & 2) 

October 17– Ruth (Chapter 3) 

November 21– Ruth (Chapter 4) 

December 19 – Mark (Chapter 1) 

 

Couples Bible Study Teaser: Coming in 2021! 

Have you always wanted to dive deeper into the Bible with your     

significant other? Would you love to explore new ways for faith to 

have a more prominent place in your relationship? Are you interested 

in learning more about your partner AND God all at the same time?  

In 2021, I will be offering a Couples Bible Study where we will meet       

virtually (or in-person, depending entirely on the pandemic) and   

tackle big faith questions, read Scripture, and learn more about ways 

to interact with God and our partners in everyday life. This will be a 

wonderful opportunity for learning, laughter, and discovery. If you 

know you are already interested, feel free to send me an email! More 

information will be sent out as we get closer to 2021.  

As always, it is an absolute joy to journey in faith with you all, even if 

it is in a way that is completely different from what we are used to. 

God is here with us now and will continue to walk with us through 

whatever may come. I look forward to all that we will discover and 

learn together as we kick off another program year at Crown of Glory! 

Peace and blessings, 

Pastor Laura Laughlin 

Associate Pastor of Faith Formation   

From the Desk of Pastor Laura  

“But Ruth said, 

‘Do not press me 

to leave you or to 

turn back from 

following you! 

Where you go, I 

will go; where 

you lodge, I will 

lodge; your     

people shall be 

my people, and 

your God my 

God. Where you 

die, I will die – 

there will I be 

buried. May the 

Lord do thus and 

so to me, and 

more as well, if 

even death parts 

me from you!”’ 

Ruth 1:16-17 



 4 

Children’s Ministry  

These cool days in August signal the coming of fall. It is one of my favorite times of 

year for the excitement of new things! There are new shoes, new book bags, new 

haircuts, new teachers, new schools, and in MN we get new apple varieties!  

In Connect and SPARK you will be getting new leaders as I begin a pastoral internship 

in a new congregation. Much like fall, there is the sadness of leaving summer behind. 

I am sad to leave Crown of Glory and yet so grateful for my time with you and excited 

for all that will be new for you and for me!  There will be a time of discernment for 

calling someone here to fill the role of Director of Children’s Ministry. Families will 

have an opportunity to participate in a round table discussion about this position and 

around the needs of the children and families at Crown of Glory. Your voice matters. 

Watch for this conversation to happen in the weeks ahead.  

In the interim, Pastor Laura will guide SPARK leaders and Pastor Reggie will guide the 

Connect leaders. All programs will be done in virtual, on-line lessons for the 

foreseeable future.  Additional learning elements will be layered in while meeting 

safety considerations, like take-home bags for SPARK lessons, and service projects for 

Connect. Watch for updated information about these new and exciting ways to grow 

in faith and be a faith community together!  

In Connect we have learned that groups form better bonds with one another when 

they have 2-4 leaders that share the role of Guide for 6 months to a full year. The 

consistency of leadership in the small groups enables both leaders and students to 

grow together in community and witness the Spirit at work among them. Prayerfully 

consider if God is calling you to walk with a group of our 4th or 5th graders in the year 

ahead. Contact Pastor Reggie for details on your role as a Connect Guide.  

At the end of each summer my husband John and I 

always take a camping trip to one of the state 

parks to sleep in a tent, and eat meals cooked on a 

campfire.  It is a way for us to say good-bye to the 

joyous days of summer and to welcome the change of season. I invite you to join us 

in sleeping out under the stars in your own backyard or campground of your choice 

on Saturday, September 5.   Enjoy some s’mores – because who can eat just one? 

Share stories of what you loved and what you will miss, and what you look forward 

to in this new season. I will miss you dearly, and take comfort knowing that we sleep 

under the same stars and have our feet on the same ground. Always. We are forever 

connected in God in whom we live and move and have our being, as it says in Acts 

17:28! This is good news during this time of physical distance from one another!   

I am grateful for the ministry we have shared! Some things did not turn out as we 

had planned. Even so, we learned something, and that is not a failure. We have done 

some good and faithful work guided by the Spirit! That will not end when I leave but 

will continue among all of you as the Spirit always does! Your pastors will be with you 

discerning to call whoever comes next! I am grateful for your friendship, the laughter 

we have shared, for the challenges we worked on together, and for the honor to 

walk with you in your joys and struggles. Thank you!  Thank you! Thank you! I hold 

you in my heart with gratitude overflowing!  

Joy and Peace,  

Gretchen Pierskalla  

SPARK                                 

Calendar  

DATE Lesson  

Sept. 13 Rally Day 

Sept. 20 Vineyard Workers 

Sept. 27 Chief Priests  

Oct. 4  Vineyard Parable  

Oct. 11 Wedding Banquet 

Oct. 18 
NO SPARK                                         
MEA Break 

Oct. 25 
Greatest             

Commandment 

Nov. 1 Be Humble 

Nov. 8 10 Bridesmaids  

Nov. 15 Talents Parable 

Nov. 22 Sheep and Goats  

Nov. 29 
NO SPARK                            

Thanksgiving Break 

Dec.  6 John the Baptist 

Dec. 13 Narrative 

Dec. 20 Angels Visit 

Dec. 27 
NO SPARK  

Christmas Break 

Jan. 3 Jesus the Word 

Jan. 10 Jesus' Baptism 

Jan. 24 
Jonah and                         

the Big Fish 

Jan. 31 
Teaching                   

and Healing 

Feb. 7 Jesus Heals  

Feb. 14 Transfiguration 

Feb. 21 Noah's Ark  

Feb. 28 
Abraham and               

Sarah's Visitors 

Mar. 7 10 Commandments 

Mar. 14 Light of the World  

Mar. 21 Serve and Follow  

Mar. 28 Holy Week 

Apr. 4 
NO SPARK 

EASTER 

Apr. 11 Doubting Thomas 

Apr. 18 Great Commission 

Apr. 25 Good Shepherd  

May 2 
Philip and                            

The Ethiopian 

May 9 Year End Celebration 
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Connect Ministry  

Hello Nursery Buddies and Parents! 
  
My plans for this fall will include writing “Nursery Nugget” blurbs in the weekly 
Crown Connection email that will contain fun activities and songs to help us 
know Jesus more. These will also include some scriptures for us to memorize 
together so we can carry the Word with us anywhere we go!  
 

I will be sending out a series of character studies which will feature stories that 
will help us get to know the characters of the Bible. That way, when we hear the 
sermon and the pastors talking about different people in the Bible, we will not 
be confused and will know what is going on too! 
 

In preparation for when it is okay to for us to return to in-person indoor worship,     
Pastor Reggie, Pastor Laura, and I are working on creating a spot in the church 
for us to safely get our wiggles out while still being able to be part of worship 
service.  
 

Remember: Jesus does not see how small we are, just how big our importance 
is! For now, keep safe and keeping spreading kindness.  
 
 
 
 

Jenni Payne 

Nursery Coordinator  

Connect                                 

Calendar  Connect is our pre-Confirmation ministry for 4th and 5th grade 

students where we learn about practical ways to apply our 

faith into our lives through biblical and historical stories.  

Connect classes will be held on Wednesday evenings and all 

classes will be offered virtually over Zoom.  Each class will be 45 minutes in 

length and include a large group session (25 min), from 6:00–6:25 p.m., as well 

as smaller virtual classrooms grouped by grade starting at 6:25–6:45 p.m.  These 

small group sessions will be led by an adult small group guides and will review 

the highlights of each lesson. 

Virtual Connect Orientation is scheduled for Wednesday, September 9, from 

6:00–6:30 p.m.  Online registration for Connect is available on our website at 

www.crownofglory.org.  Our first Connect virtual class is scheduled for   

Wednesday, September 16, starting at 6:00 p.m.  All registered students will 

receive a Zoom link via email to join in!  Visit our website for more information 

and to download a yearly schedule.  

Finally, all 4th Grade Connect students will receive a Connect Bible as they enter 

this new milestone of their faith journey.  Our 4th Grade Connect Bible Milestone 

is scheduled for Rally Sunday on September 13 at our 9:30 a.m. outdoor wor-

ship service.  4th Grade students and their parents will be welcomed forward to 

receive their Bible during the service.  If your 5th grade Connect student does not 

have a Bible, please contact Pastor Reggie at pastorreggie@crownofglory.org so 

they too can receive their Bible! 

DATE 
Learn, Serve                               
& Experience 

Sept. 9 Connect Orientation  

Sept. 16 Creation 

Sept. 23 Fall/Peace Week 

Sept. 30 Suffering 

Oct. 7 Flood 

Oct. 14 
NO CONNECT                                              

Fall Break 

Oct. 21 Covenant 

Oct. 28 Jacob & Esau  

Nov. 4 Jacob to Israel 

Nov. 11 12 Sons  

Nov. 18 Joseph 

Nov. 25 
NO CONNECT                            

Thanksgiving Break 

Dec.  2 Moses 

Dec. 9 Exodus 

Dec. 16 Wilderness 

Dec. 23- NO CONNECT  

Dec. 30  Christmas Break 

Jan. 6 Commandments 

Jan. 13 Promised Land 

Jan. 20 Judges 

Jan. 27  David 

Feb. 3 Kingdoms 

Feb. 10 Prophets  

Feb. 17 
Ash Wednesday:                               

Lent Begins 

Feb. 24 Connecting  

Mar. 3  Faith  

Mar. 10 and  

Mar. 17 Life 

Mar. 24 
NO CONNECT                                       
Spring Break 

Mar. 31  
NO CONNECT 

Holy Week 

Apr. 7 -
Apr. 14 

Connecting                                     
Faith and Life 

Apr. 21 Diaspora 

Apr. 28  Return 

May 5 Caesar 

May 12 Year End Celebration 

http://www.crownofglory.org
mailto:pastorreggie@crownofglory.org
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Yes!  Confirmation is still happening!  I am certain that by now, all of 

you are used to our new reality of distance learning, but I’m also sure 

that many of you are ready to get back to meeting in-person and        

experiencing a community again. I am, too! But until that time comes, 

Confirmation will be completely virtual, which means our classes will 

be a little different.  Instead of having a 45-minute large group and a 40-minute small group, 

Confirmation will be one hour in length, beginning each Wednesday night from 6:45-7:45 p.m.   

Each virtual class will include a large group session that will be 30 minutes in length, from        

6:45–7:15 p.m., followed by smaller virtual classroom time grouped by grade and gender from 

7:15–7:45 p.m.  These small group sessions will be led by Confirmation Guides and will review 

the highlights of each lesson. 

Virtual Confirmation Orientation is scheduled for Wednesday, September 9, from 6:45–7:15 

p.m.  Online registration for Confirmation will be available on our website at 

www.crownofglory.org.  Our first Confirmation virtual class is scheduled for Wednesday,   

September 16,  starting at 6:45 p.m.  All registered students will receive a Zoom link via email 

to join in! Visit our website for more information and to download a yearly schedule.  

Confirmation Ministry 

Senior High Ministry: Mission Trip 2021 

Due to COVID-19, our mission trip for the summer of 2020 was cancelled.  In addition, the  

National Youth Gathering scheduled for the summer of 2021 has been pushed back to July 

2022. Therefore, we are exploring a mission trip for the summer of 2021 for all 9th-12th grade 

students!  While partnering with Youthworks, we have participated in multiple mission trips 

all over the United States and are excited at the possibility of another memorable trip in 

2021. If you are interested in finding out more about a mission trip experience, join us for a 

special “Mission Trip Exploration Night” on Tuesday, September 

22, 2020 from 6:00–7:00 p.m.  This meeting will be held over 

Zoom and is open all  9th-12th grade students and their parents.  

Please register by signing up with Pastor Reggie at  

pastorreggie@crownofglory.org.  

http://www.crownofglory.org
mailto:pastorreggie@crownofglory.org
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                       Music and Worship 
 

 
 

Worshipping in the Midst of a Pandemic 

If 2020 is going to have a theme song, I vote for this: 

Be still, my soul, your God is on your side. Bear patiently the cross of grief or pain. 
Leave to your God to order and provide, Who through all changes faithful will remain. 

Be still, my soul, your best, your heavenly friend, through thorny ways leads to a joyful end. 
 

It must be the spirit moving among us, a God-thing, or just luck that, as the pandemic took off in 
March, we centered our Lenten worship on Psalm 46:10, “Be still and know that I am God.” In the past 
months that theme has supported us and continues to provide what I call the three P’s – perspective, 
patience, and perseverance.  
 

We will need those three P’s in the coming months as we talk about beginning in-person, indoor wor-
ship again. We live in Minnesota, so outdoor worship is only an option for a limited amount of time. An 
indoor worship start date is out there somewhere, and I take comfort knowing our leadership is taking 
this issue seriously. Until then, we are limiting everyone’s Covid-19 exposure by asking the same small 
group of musicians, who are wearing masks and practicing physical-distancing, to lead worship. 
 

Once we have a start date for indoor worship, and all the protocols have been established, we will 
begin with an in-person version of what we have been doing virtually and outside. The congregation 
will probably not be singing, but we will find other ways – ASL, gestures, etc.– to keep our worship, in 
the spirit of Lutheranism, participatory. Then we will bring in instruments – piano, violin, viola, cello, 
handbells etc. – that can be played with a mask, and a singer to sing the congregation’s part. Then we 
should be able to bring in wind instruments – flute, clarinet, saxophone, euphonium; it seems a very 
inefficient way to spread the virus, especially if the virus must go through a lot of tubing.  
 

I have spent my entire career encouraging people to sing - directing choirs, teaching voice lessons, 
leading congregations, etc. I love telling people, “If you sing well, sing to praise the Giver. If you do not 
sing so well, sing to get even!” In communal singing, it is more important that we do it than do it well. 
It breaks my heart that we cannot all sing together. But I also understand “the blessing of abstaining 
from communal song,” as my colleague Gretchen Pierskalla so beautifully puts it. 
 

Eventually Chancel Choir, Servant Song, and Chancel Chimers will return to lead worship, and we will 
again sing together as the people of God. What a glorious Resurrection Day that will be! I am encour-
aged by reading about a company in Maryland that has successfully completed early stage trials of a 
vaccine. Keep your fingers crossed! We will all need to be comfortable in an enclosed space. 
 

So, if this is a way you can help your beloved community still their collective soul, 
bear patiently, abstain, sing differently, make music without sharing the virus, talk 
to me. We will need your help. Our faith has taught, and continues to teach us, 
that our communal perspective, patience, and perseverance will lead to a joyful 
end. Let us get to that indoor, in-person Resurrection Day together. 
 

Be still my soul, 

Tom Paulson 

Director of Music and Worship/Organist 
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Our Church  
Council Members:   

 

President 

Mary Leopold 

 

 

Vice President   

Susan Gray 
 

 

Secretary  

Steve Clay 

 

 

Additional Council 
Members:  

 

Julie Brown 

Chris Gray 

Pastor Reggie 

Pastor Laura 

Steve Mangen  

Grant Taylor 

Steve Tinker 

Patty Viajar        

In January, when I decided to seek another council term, I shared with 

Pastor Reggie that my previous term was focused on completing the 

facility expansion project, significant staffing changes, strengthening 

Crown of Glory’s finances and assisting in administrative upgrades. After 

council elections this past spring, I told Pastor Reggie that I looked     

forward to a “normal” church year.   The best laid plans… 

The Council meets via Zoom regularly (and then some!).   Discussions 

about physical distancing, safety gathering protocols, staying connect-

ed, adjusting, and re-adjusting plans, schedules and equipment is now 

normal. The Church Council continues to seek balance — weighing    

financial decisions and stewardship — with leaps of faith.  We focus on 

balancing the uncertainty of pandemic economics with faith in the    

generosity of contributors and volunteers.    
 

 

Thank you for your faithfulness!   

Mary Leopold 

Council President  

Council Corner 

We sit on a V-shaped lot with the building and parking lot on the wider, 

flatter northern portion. The southern portion sloping down to a point 

is used only for storm water retention.  

In June 2018, Pulte Homes approached us with a land exchange pro-

posal. To develop the Hammer Farm property west of us, they needed 

access to CR 41 and proposed that we give them 8/10th acre in our 

southern sloped section in exchange for 3/10th acre of flatter land near 

our building.  

Over the past two years, we negotiated that exchange of land, including 

just over $99,000 to Crown of Glory. The City approved the Final Plat 

for Pulte and we closed on the land exchange on July 31.  

Steve Clay 

Council Secretary 

Two Years in the Making: Crown of Glory and 
Pulte Homes Land Exchange Completed 
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Financial Corner 
As we reported in the last newsletter, the Church Council and the Finance Team have been closely    
monitoring the status of Crown of Glory’s finances during the COVID-19 pandemic and the Minnesota 
“Stay-at-Home” order. 

In late June, Crown of Glory received a generous contribution of $20,000 from a member family with a 
challenge to the congregation to match their commitment.  The congregation stepped up and matched 
the $20,000 gift in July.  Our July contributions to our Sustaining Fund (general expenses and mortgage 
payments) exceeded $88,000, a summer record for contributions!  Plus, over the last few months with 
the building mostly shut down, our staff has been able to reduce expenses by almost $25,000.  That    
expense reduction, plus these gifts, helped us make up much of our deficit, as you can see with the chart 
below.  A heartfelt thanks to all who helped the church keep up with our expenses, especially in these 
uncertain times! 

In the last newsletter, we reviewed the status of the $63,000 PPP Loan we received from the Federal 
government as part of the CARES Act. This loan is specified for payroll, mortgage and certain operational 
costs only.  The government has extended the time we have to utilize this loan before we can apply for 
loan forgiveness.  We are still monitoring the status of the PPP funds and will report when we have a   
final reckoning.   

In July we also received a $20,000 gift that was designated to our Debt Reduction fund.  Currently we 
have no loans that are due in 2020, however, within the next 12 months we have several personal loans 
from our members that will come due.  Including this new gift, we now have about $120,000 in our Debt 
Reduction fund that will be used to pay off some of these loans.  We will report on our plans in more   
detail as we enter 2021. 

Also, on July 31, we closed the “Land Swap” deal with Pulte and received just over $99,000.  This money 
is being reserved for now.  The Council will be considering the best options for use of the proceeds of the 
land swap.  Number one on our list is completion of the driveway asphalt and curbing on the West side 
of the church.  We have received a quote for that work and for the completion of the remainder of the 
parking lot.  

The completion of the parking lot, as well as several small projects that are in planning stages, will       
require additional funds. Such projects include the completion of our out-building where we have our 
waste collection and lawn maintenance storage. The Council will be reviewing these projects in the next 
few weeks. 

Steve Tinker 

Council Member 
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2021 Stewardship Campaign 

Sustaining Foundation, Building Bridges, and Strengthening Faith 
 
Navigating the COVID-19 pandemic has been a challenge for many facets of our lives, including our 
spiritual lives.  Yet, we have faced those challenges together and continue to move forward with       
resolve towards a positive future.  Even though we have been separated by physical distance, we stand 
firm in our conviction that Crown of Glory is a community of believers, grounded in a faith that affirms 
God is always with us.   
 

In 2021, our stewardship campaign seeks to Sustain the Foundation we have made together, Build New 
Bridges in areas of Children’s Ministry, Youth Ministry, Adult Education, Outreach and Social Justice 
ministries, continue to improve our building and grounds, and continue to Strengthen Our Faith        
together.  
 

Sustaining Foundation:  
 

Crown of Glory has come a long way in securing a sound financial future over the past two years!  In 
2020 we joined the General Operations Fund and Building Mortgage Fund to form one Sustaining Fund 
that provides balance and unity for our members.  Gifts and donations to the Sustaining Fund support 
a network of ministries, our gifted staff, the day-to-day building care and upkeep, and our mortgage 
commitment.  All gifts given to the Sustaining Fund pave the way for new ministries and new areas of 
growth for our future.  
 

Building Bridges:  
 

Crown of Glory is building new bridges in 2021.  As we said “thank you and farewell” to Gretchen 
Pierskalla for her four years of serving as the Director of Children’s Ministry, we moved into a time of 
reflection and discernment; not only for the future of Children’s Ministry but also for calling a new   
Director to this position.  Our pastors and staff look to gain valuable insight from our young families 
who have a vested interest in calling our new Director of Children’s Ministry.  Together we are asking 
the important questions:  How do we make a meaningful connection to Sunday School children during 
a pandemic?  How will we celebrate and live out faith-based milestones?  What gifts and talents do we 
seek in a new Director of Children’s Ministry?  By answering these questions together, we are shaping 
the future for our children.   
 

Strengthening Faith:  
 

Throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, Crown of Glory has been earnestly committed to caring for one 
another and putting the safety of our neighbor first when it comes to limiting our in-person             
gatherings.   At the same time, we have also been committed to providing meaningful worship          
experiences that strengthen the faith of all who attend.  Throughout this time, we have learned new 
ways of  being “church together,” and we continue to learn new ways to strengthen our faith despite 
the many challenges we continue to face.  
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Calendar Highlights 

• November  1 - Stewardship Appeal  Sunday 

• November 8 - Temple Talk 

• November 15 - Appeal Commitment Day 

• November 22 -  Celebration Sunday 

• November 21 - Virtual Women’s Bible Study 

• November 26 - Office Closed: 
Thanksgiving Day  

NOVEMBER 

• December 19 - Virtual Women’s Bible Study 

• December 24 - Christmas Eve Worship 

• December 25 - Office Closed: Christmas Day  

• December 31 - Final day to submit gifts for the 

2020 calendar year             

• January 1 - Office Closed: New 

Year’s Day 

DECEMBER 

• September 7 - Office Closed: Labor Day 

• September  13 - Rally Sunday 

• September 16 -  Wednesday Virtual 
Programming Begins  

• September 19 - Virtual Women’s Bible Study 

• September 22 - Mission Trip Exploration  

• September 27 - Outdoor Worship at 

the Peace Pole  

SEPTEMBER 

• October 1 - Fare For All 

• October 16 - First Communion Registration 

Deadline 

• October 17 - Virtual Women’s Bible Study 

• October 18 - Virtual First Communion Class 

• October 25 - Affirmation of 

Baptism: 9th Grade Confirmation 

OCTOBER 
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Crown of Glory Lutheran Church 

1141 Cardinal Street 

Chaska, MN 55318      

Crown of Glory Lenten Schedule 

 

Rally Sunday 
September 13, 2020 

9:30 a.m. Outdoor Worship  

Kids: Bring your backpacks to  
worship for a Backpack Blessing. 

 

Bible Milestone for Connect 4th Graders:  
Please contact Pastor Reggie by September 9       

if your child has not received a Connect Bible.  
 

Ministry Fair* and Creation Care  
Scavenger Hunt after worship.  

*Ministry Leaders: Please RSVP to kellie@crownofglory.org by September 9 if you would like to  

reserve a table at the Ministry Fair.  Please assign one team member to stand at your table.  


