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Spring From the Desk of Pastor Reggie 

“Are You There, God?” 

We are just getting started on the new year and so much of our time has been invested in staying 

safe amidst the pandemic that our faith can easily be forgotten.  How has your faith been holding 

up? How is your spiritual life going?  Well, there is no better time for a “faith checkup” then      

during the season of Lent.   

Lent begins on Wednesday, February 17 with Ash Wednesday and like so many holy days in the 

past year, we wonder how this year’s Lenten season will unfold.  Setting aside the obstacle of not 

being together in-person, we will still gather virtually over livestream and practice our faith!  Also, 

be sure to take part in our “Drive-Thru Ashes” event in the Crown of Glory parking lot on Ash 

Wednesday from 3:00-5:00 p.m.  Come and receive ashes in the form of a cross on your forehead 

and take part in this sacred activity.  Individual containers of ashes will be provided for families to 

pick up and take home to apply on each other’s forehead. 

During our mid-week worship services this Lenten    

season, we invite you to join us for a journey through 

the most sacred forty days that lead us to Easter.  Lent 

is a time in our faith when our wandering hearts are led 

back to the cross and we are called to look inward at our 

journey with God.  As in years past, our mid-week    

worship services will feature members of our congrega-

tion who will share their own journeys of faith with us. 

In addition to this, our speakers will respond to the 

question, “Are you there, God?” Each of us has experi-

enced a trying year through this pandemic and you may 

have wondered the same thing, “Are you there, God?” 

There is not a better time to ask this question than during the Lenten season.  This pandemic time 

has been riddled with uncertainty and anxiety for people of all ages.  I often get asked the ques-

tions, “When is it going to end?” and “Where is God during this time?”  I believe that these are not 

questions of doubt within our faith but questions that make our faith stronger. 

As we journey through this one-of-kind Lenten season alongside one another in faith, join us in 

exploring the question, “Are you there, God?”   

 

In Christ, 

Pastor Reggie Klindworth 

Senior Pastor  

 “Hear me, Lord, and       
answer me, for I am 
poor and needy. Guard 
my life, for I am faith-
ful to you; save your 
servant who trusts in 
you. You are my God; 
have mercy on me, 
Lord, for I call to you 
all day long.” 

Psalm 86:1-3  



 3 

Lent 2021 Sunday Sermon Series: "Our Father, We Have Wandered" 
 

I always look forward to preparations for each Lenten season. Right now, we are in the season of Time after 

Epiphany, which is a kind of "deep breath" between Christmas and Lent. It is in this time of pausing and 

taking a breath that we shift from the celebration of Christ's birth to the preparation of journeying with him 

to the cross. 
 

Pastor Reggie and I will be focusing our sermons each Sunday of Lent on a topic within a broader theme: 

"Our Father, We Have Wandered." Some of you may recognize that title from a hymn in our ELW hymnal, 

and you can expect to hear it sung/played throughout the Lenten season! 
 

This theme will dive deep into all the ways that we, as human followers of Jesus, wander away from Him. 

We will hear stories about wanderers in the Old and New Testaments and use their experiences to look at 

our own lives. We will also discover where God was and is in each of those stories, including our own!  Here 

is a breakdown of our weekly topics: 
 

 Lent 1 (2/21): Luke 4: 1-13 "Jesus Wanders" 
 Yes, you read that right! We will be kicking off this series with a story of Jesus wandering and 

being tempted by Satan. There is so much that we can glean from Jesus' own experience of 

being tempted in the wilderness. 

 Lent 2 (2/28): Luke 13: 31-35 "Jesus Laments" 
 This story is all about Jesus' experience of humanity's limitations and inability to see beyond 

their own desires. Jesus is constantly calling us to Him, but how often do we turn the other 

way because we have other ideas? 

 Lent 3 (3/7): Isaiah 55 "God Invites" 
 This beautiful text from Isaiah highlights the constant invitation that God presents to each of 

God's children: "Come to the banquet!" We like to limit who should be invited, or sometimes, 

we think our past mistakes prevent us from being welcomed ever again. God reminds us in 

this passage from Isaiah that God's response to us will always be one of mercy and love. 

 Lent 4 (3/14): Luke 15: 11-31 "The Son Returns" 
 We will take an in-depth look at this tremendous story of a son who wanders, betrays his 

family, and yet, despite all the sins he commits and the bitterness of his siblings, he is wel-

comed home into his father's open arms. How often do we find ourselves in the son's posi-

tion? Or the father's?  

 Lent 5 (3/21): John 12: 1-8 "Judas Judges" 
 This passage from John is all about our tendency as humans to take on a "holier than thou" 

attitude. We can so easily place judgment on others and pass criticism based on what we 

think is right and good, especially regarding faith. Jesus reminds us, and Judas, to take a 

breath, keep our focus on God, and try to see the bigger picture. 

 Lent 6 (3/28): Mark 11: 1-11 "The People Worship" 
 On this Palm Sunday, we will focus on the disconnect between the "Hosannas" proclaimed 

and the "Crucify him" shouted by the same people, just days apart. Humanity has an incredi-

ble capacity to turn on one another and on God. And yet, God redeems us all. How can that 

shift our perspective? 
 

Pastor Reggie and I are thrilled to take a closer look at these texts with you throughout the Lenten season. 

As always, we journey together, bringing all our joys and sorrows to the cross. For it is there that we are 

united, in our sin and in Christ's redeeming glory, now and forevermore!  
 

Walking with you, 
 

Pastor Laura Laughlin 

Pastor of Faith Formation  

Spring From the Desk of Pastor Laura 
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Spring Children’s Ministry  

SPARK News 
 

We will continue to journey through passages from our SPARK Story Bibles each week. Be sure to 

tune in to the Children’s Messages each Sunday, as the topic will always cover the SPARK lesson 

for the day. Pastor Laura will continue to provide bulletins and lesson materials each week for 

your family to enjoy and learn from together.  

For the season of Lent, we will be “catching our prayers” together! Prior to Ash Wednesday 

(February 17), I will send out a PDF with a “prayer catcher” design and instructions. Once your 

“prayer catcher” is   created, each SPARK kiddo and his/her family can use it to spend time in 

prayer together each night during Lent. The “catcher” starts with an emotion that your kiddo 

might be feeling. Once they choose the emotion, they choose an animal that is experiencing that 

emotion. These choices continue until they open their “catcher” up to a prayer that relates to what 

they are feeling and going through. These “catchers” are wonderful tools to help our kiddos talk to 

God about anything and everything, good or bad! 

We will also be doing a fun coloring project for February 14 (Transfiguration Sunday), the day we 

“bury” our Alleluias for the season of Lent! We will use all the beautiful pictures we receive in 

worship on the 14th and then we won’t see them for the rest of Lent until…Easter Sunday! 

 

 

Pastor Laura Laughlin 

Pastor of Faith Formation  
 

 

Nursery News 

As we continue to implement plans that allow us to stay safe, we yearn to stay connected. What 

helps us? Jesus’ perfect sacrifice saves us and God’s love holds us together as God’s children. As a 

community within Crown of Glory, we get to be connected even a little closer. So, for now, we will 

continue to have the Nursery Nuggets in the weekly Crown Connections email that will have sto-

ries, activities, and lots of fun. I will also continue to lead some of the Children’s Messages during 

worship.  Together, at a distance, we will be exploring friendship, the power of light, riches, and 

means. I hope to keep you growing in faith. No matter where you are, know that you are loved and 

an important part of God’s story and the story of Crown of Glory.  

Jenni Payne 

Nursery Coordinator 
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Spring Youth Ministry 
Connect and Confirmation: In Recess During Lent. 

Lent is upon us, which means it is a special time of year for all people within the church, including 

our youth.  In our faith tradition, the forty days of Lent are meant to be a spiritual journey that we all 

take together, not only as part our personal devotion but also as a community of faith.  Therefore, as 

we move into our Lenten season, the Connect and Confirmation Ministries will be “in recess” starting 

on Ash Wednesday, February 17 through the Wednesday of Holy Week, March 31.  During these forty 

days of Lent, we invite youth to join their families for this spiritual journey by taking part in our 

Wednesday livestream worship services starting at 6:30 p.m.   

Be sure to check out our “Drive-Thru Ashes” in the Crown of Glory parking lot from 3:00–5:00 p.m. 

on Ash Wednesday. Come and receive ashes in the form of a cross on your forehead and take part in 

this sacred activity.  Individual containers of ashes will be provided for families to pick up and take 

home to apply on each other’s forehead. 

Beginning on Wednesday, February 24, members of Crown of Glory will serve as special guest speak-

ers and share their faith journeys during our Wednesday livestream worship services.  Youth are in-

vited and encouraged to stay connected this Lenten season and learn more about their own faith 

journeys by hearing how faith has impacted the lives of others.  Regular Connect and Confirmation 

virtual class sessions will resume on Wednesday, April 7.  

Pastor Reggie Klindworth 

Senior Pastor 

Senior High Ministry  

To continue being a community and to encourage Senior High students through this pandemic, 

Crown of Glory invites all 9th-12th graders to participate in the following events!  Invite a friend to 

each event and double the fun! 

• February 21: Outdoor Sledding!   

 Bring your favorite sled and join us at Jonathan Elementary School from 3:00-5:00 p.m. for 

a great time with friends.   

• March 3: Outdoor Skating!   

 Bring your skates and join us at the Clay-hole located in downtown Chaska at Firemen’s 

Park from 4:00-5:30 p.m. Hot Chocolate will be provided.  

• April 11: Donut Drive-Thru!    

 After the Sunday morning livestream worship at 9:30 a.m., join us in the church parking lot 

from 10:30-11:30 a.m.  for donuts! All donuts will be prepacked from Dunkin’ Donuts.   
 

Senior High Youth Zoom Check-In 

All 9th-12th grade Senior High youth are welcome to join a Zoom check-in, led by Pastor Reggie, on 

the second Tuesday of the month from 8:00-9:00 p.m. The Zoom link will be sent to all students 

and will also be available on the calendar posted on the church website.  Join us on the following 

Tuesdays: February 9, March 9, April 13, and May 11!  
 

Senior High Mission Trip Team Meeting  

Crown of Glory will host a Zoom meeting for Senior High Youth Mission Trip members on       

Tuesday, February 16 from 6:30–7:30 p.m. Parents and students are welcome to attend.  We will 

be discussing our mission trip options for 2021. Please contact Pastor Reggie for the Zoom link.  
 

Pastor Reggie Klindworth 

Senior Pastor 
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Music and Worship Spring 

Obsessed by Grace 

Many years ago, I was talking with a woman I had just met. I happened to mention that I am Lutheran and 

work for a Lutheran church. Her reply gave me pause. “Oh, you Lutherans, constantly confessing your sins. 

You’re obsessed by sin!” Her remark was rude and dismissive, and I remember being rather defensive. I told 

this story to Gretchen Pierskalla, our former Children’s Ministry Director, several years later. With her 

trademark enthusiasm, she effused, “No we’re not! We’re obsessed by grace!” 
 

We are about to embark on our Lenten journey for 2021. Given COVID-19 and its continued presence in our 

world, Lent 2021 is going to be quite different from previous years. Instead of gathering to worship in the 

sanctuary on Wednesday nights and Sunday mornings, we will gather online. But as this pandemic has 

taught us, God is still God, God is still good, God is still love, and we are all still part of God’s beloved      

community of believers, lovers and doers known as Crown of Glory Lutheran Church. 
 

Lent is a time to be thoughtful and prayerful, discerning what God is calling us to do and to be. We confess 

our sin; we recognize the broken systems that bind us. But we also receive God’s grace, God’s unconditional 

love that enables us to move forward with our lives without being trapped by fear or despair. Obsessed by 

grace, as Gretchen reminded us, we can grow in our faith and refuel our ourselves with the power of the   

Holy Spirit, to live as followers in the way of Jesus. As we will sing during Lent: 
 

I want to walk as a child of the light. I want to follow Jesus. 
God set the stars to give light to the world. The star of my life is Jesus. 

In Him there is no darkness at all. The night and the day are both alike. 
The Lamb is the light of the city of God. Shine in my heart Lord Jesus. (Kathleen Thomerson) 

 

Our Wednesday evening worship begins with Ash Wednesday on February 17. For the next five Wednesdays, 

we will worship with our beloved Holden Evening Prayer service and hear about the faith journey of five 

Crown of Glory members, partners on the journey. It is amazing to hear how someone else wrestles with 

faith and life, and to realize our own wrestling is not so unique. 
 

On the first Sunday in Lent, Christians around the world read the story about how Jesus is led by the Spirit 

out into the desert for forty days. Often this story is paired with the story of how the Jewish people, after  

escaping slavery in Egypt, wandered in the desert for forty years. So, on Sundays, Pastors Reggie and Laura 

will explore our time in the desert, our time wandering. It seems like an excellent metaphor for life in the 

time of COVID. A powerful hymn that we will sing puts it this way: 
 

Our Father, we have wandered, and hidden from your face; 
In foolishness have squandered your legacy of grace. 

But now in exile dwelling, we rise with fear and shame, 
As, distant but compelling, we hear you call our name. (ELW #606) 

 
 

But the story is not just between me and God. What about the friends of the prodigal son, the servants of the 

father, and the judgmental brother? What is their perspective? How are they wrestling with what they see? 

Is their perspective our perspective? We’ll pray, sing, and hear about their experiences as well. 
 

So, as Lutherans, are we obsessed by sin? Perhaps. But without confession, how can there be forgiveness? 

Without sorrow, how can there be joy? Yin and yang. Thank you, Gretchen! You always have a thoughtful, 

compelling perspective. You are going to be a great pastor! 
 

So, as we wrestle with life and faith this Lent 2021, let us not let sin control too much of our own story.     

Instead, let us revel in the gifts of grace and faith. Let us absorb those gifts into our being that we may grow 

body and spirit in wisdom and understanding. And let us use that wisdom and understanding to make our 

world a better place. For all the anxiety of 2020, perhaps we can make 2021 a year of grace.  
 

Tom Paulson 

Director of Music and Worship  
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Spring Council Corner 
 

I do not know about you, but I am ready to move forward - and not just from this pandemic shut-

down.   

My wife Jane and I joined Crown of Glory eight years ago in the summer of 2012, which means 

we had a couple years of membership before the church’s epic, and much needed, expansion up-

date and remodeling campaign.  

The congregation had a vision for our future and how improvements to the church facilities could 

grow and enhance our ministry and that vision. We were ready to move forward.  As good Lu-

therans, we started by first determining what we could afford, so in 2014 we began by organizing 

a fundraising appeal and finalizing construction plans.  With the help of Mission Builders that 

first year and a lot of congregational volunteer labor the year after that, and the year after that, 

and the year after that, construction continued.   

Just when we were finally down to a few exterior odds and ends to finish and would finally be 

able to relax and enjoy the fruits of our labor, COVID-19 hit.  The facilities we worked so hard to 

create and build were no longer available to us due to necessary safety protocols during quaran-

tine.  Amazingly, the lesson learned was that the thing we most missed was not the church facility 

we worked so long and hard to finish, but the people that filled it. Let us all get vaccinated and 

back together as soon as possible.  It’s time to move forward! 

 

Steve Clay 

Council Secretary 

 

 

President 

Mary Leopold 

 

Vice President 

Susan Gray* 

 

Secretary 

Steve Clay 

 

 

Members 

Julie Brown 

Chris Gray 

Steve Mangen* 

Grant Taylor 

Steve Tinker 

Patty Viajar* 

Pastor Reggie Klindworth 

Pastor Laura Laughlin 

 

 

 

 

 

*A special thank you to those 

Council members who are      

completing their terms of          

service in March. 
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Spring Finance Corner 
 

Crown of Glory Financial Update 

Thanks to all who reached a little deeper during the Christmas Season to help Crown of Glory end the year 

on an upbeat note!  The Congregation contributed nearly $104,000 in December, more than twice our av-

erage monthly donations in 2020!  That helped us end the year only $18,000 from breaking even.  Com-

pared to our budget, which was developed before there was a hint of a pandemic and a lock-down, we end-

ed the year about $60,000 short on revenue.  But our staff was able to reduce expenses by over $30,000, 

vs. budget.  And as per usual, in 2020 we budgeted a $12,000 excess so we could develop a reserve fund 

that will allow us respond to potential financial issues as they arise.  So, we ended the year $30,000 below 

our goal (-$18,000 shortage from breaking even and -$12,000 from not adding to our reserve fund). 

Understanding all that, we also are very thankful for a Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) loan of 

$63,000 from the Small Business Administration (SBA) that allowed us to end the year on the positive 

side, on an available cash basis.  The PPP loan is not included in the revenue analysis above, for account-

ing purposes it is considered a liability.  Under the PPP rules, we applied for loan forgiveness through 

Bank Vista, our new banking partner that holds our mortgage.  Bank Vista recommended full forgiveness 

of the PPP loan to the SBA, based on our financial numbers from April-September.  We have just heard 

from the SBA that the loan will be forgiven, and Bank Vista will be repaid in the next several days.  So, in 

2021 we will be able to reduce our liabilities by $63,000 and register the $63,000 as revenue.  However, 

we also have to realize this is an accounting change only, and understand that we have already spent the 

greater portion of that money to cover payroll and mortgage expenses in 2020, as it was intended. 

Plus, during the year, you will recall that we closed the land swap deal with Pulte Development.  That 

brought about $100,000 into our coffers.  The Council designated that money to be dedicated to our park-

ing lot expansion.  The first phase of the expansion along the west side of the building is mostly complete.  

The last layer of asphalt will be applied in late spring, after the ground fully thaws.  So far, we have spent 

$52,000 on this first phase of the parking lot. 

In the last issue of the Crownicle, we reported that there were personal/congregational loans of $166,000 

due in 2021.  We are pleased to report that we have worked with the families that have the outstanding 

loans, and negotiated a combination of partial payback, loan extensions, interest rate reductions, and par-

tial loan forgiveness that mean that we will not have any loans due in 2021.  Some of the loans have been 

extended for one or two years, and we expect to be in a better position to pay them in 2022-23.  We cur-

rently have about $100,000 in our loan repayment fund, with another $45,000 in a “Special Gift” fund 

that could be available for loan repayment.  

The Finance Team and the Council have been working diligently to develop a realistic budget for Crown of 

Glory for 2021.  You will learn more about the details at our annual meeting, February 14.  But the top line 

is that we have budgeted a 3.1% increase in revenues and a 1.0% decrease in expenses vs. 2020 actual re-

sults.  This budget again establishes a goal of $12,000 in excess revenues, so we can re-continue to build 

our reserve funds.  We believe this is a realistic, achievable budget, even understanding the uncertainty of 

when the pandemic and vaccine distribution will allow us to gather in-person again. 

Steve Tinker 

Council & Finance Team M 
 

Finance Team:  David Hauck, Jill Nelson, Ashley Pederson, Lori Robinson, Steve Tinker 

 

 

er  

SUSTAININ G FU ND S UMMA RY  
January 31, 2021 

 

YTD Payments: $57,322 

YTD Revenues: $44,254 
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Spring Creation Care 

        Restoring God’s Earth:  

           A Year of Personal Action  

Even though 2020 limited church activities, Creation Care Ministry  

kept busy by participating and leading some earth-friendly activities:  

• Participated in ELCA-sponsored Eco-Faith Power Up workshop. 

• Partnered with the February Lunch & Learn event and collected 

blue jeans and shoes for donation to charities. 

• Sponsored the 2020 Rally Day Children’s Scavenger Hunt. 

• Sponsored CoG’s inaugural Blessing of the Animals. 

• Launched a new blog page on CoG’s website. 
 

Thank you to all who participate, donated, supported,  

and took part in one or more of these events. 
 

For 2021, we are excited to launch Restoring God’s Earth: A Year of 

Personal Action. When we think about planet health, climate 

changes, animal species becoming extinct, and more, it is easy to feel 

incredibly small. And it is hard to imagine how one person’s action or 

act of faith could possibly make a positive difference. Take heart. 

Each month we will feature a theme and offer tips and ideas that your 

family can incorporate into your daily lives. If you have been thinking 

about ways you can live a more earth-friendly life, you may find these 

ideas will help you get started in building new habits. If your family  

already incorporates earth-friendly activities in your household, you 

may find a new idea or two to add on. These ideas and resources can 

also offer parents an opportunity to get children involved and further 

strengthen a child’s love and appreciation for God’s creation.  Be sure 

to check the Creation Care webpage and blog regularly for updates, 

ideas, helpful tips, and resources to guide you. 

This program does not aim to make big, bold political statements or 

changes in the world. Rather we hope it helps challenge us in our 

thinking and how we treat creation. And we hope the ideas inspire 

you to take personal action that can help restore God’s Earth. 

 

Since 2017, CoG 

has experienced a 

6.8% drop in  

consumption, 

13.2% drop in 

green house gas 

intensity, and 

15.6% drop in cost 

for electricity and 

natural gas. 

Since 2017, CoG 

has experienced a 

31.7% increase in 

water use, likely 

due to watering of 

newer trees,  

gardens and  

restored lawn. 

Waste, recycling, 

and organics      

composting have 

dropped due to 

building use de-

cline but will 

gradually 

rebound once the 

building reopens. 

Our longer-term 

goal is to become a 

U.S. EPA ENERGY 

STAR certified 

worship facility.   

“Do your little bit of good where you are; it’s these little 

bits of good put together that overwhelm the world.”    

               --Archbishop Desmond Tutu 
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Spring Keeping You in the Know 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Landscape Ministry: Green Thumb Not Required 
 

Not much happens in the way of landscaping during the winter 

months, except wishful planning for an early spring and bountiful 

summer gardens. Once again, the Landscape Ministry welcomes 

anyone interested to help with tree, lawn, and garden mainte-

nance and projects during the growing months. Landscaping    

offers you the opportunity to give to the church in a way that fits 

your schedule while being able to enjoy the outdoors and remain 

socially distanced. Watch for reminders and details  in the weekly 

e-blasts as spring approaches. For now, enjoy winter and the    

increasingly longer daylight hours that are ahead. Spring will be 

here before you know it!   

COVID-19 Updates  
 

The past ten months of this pandemic have been difficult for all of 

us to endure.  Our congregation continues to take steps to look 

forward to re-opening the church building to ministries, staff, and 

groups in 2021.  A new COVID-19 Task Force was assembled in 

December of 2020 and continues to work towards implementing 

the safest protocols for re-opening the church building.  The team 

members are: Sherri Eriksrud, Pastor Reggie Klindworth, Pastor 

Laura Laughlin, Jeni Stifter, and Deb Trebiatowski.  The team 

recommends re-opening the building in the following phases:  

• Phase 1: Implement a Visitor and Employee Health 

Screening tool. Implement Cleaning Protocols. Create 

and Implement Preparedness Plan. Crown of Glory Staff 

return to offices.  

• Phase 2: Outreach and Music Ministries return to the 

building. 

• Phase 3: Begin introducing limited in-person groups and 

worship services in the building. 

• Phase 4: Begin exploring a return to in-person Milestone 

Ministries, Adult Ministries, Children’s and Youth Minis-

tries, and all other Ministry meetings in the building.  

Due to the unpredictable nature of the pandemic, the above    

phases do not include specific dates.  The COVID-19 Task Force 

continues to monitor and track the pandemic to assess Crown of 

Glory’s re-opening and return to in-person, indoor activities. 
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Spring Calendar Highlights 

• February 17— Ash Wednesday  

• February 25—Fare For All  

• February 21—First Sunday of Lent 

 

FEBRUARY  

• March 14— Spring Forward: Daylight 

Savings 

• March 17– Last day to order Easter 

flowers 

• March 28— Palm Sunday 

MARCH  

• April 1— Maundy Thursday  

• April 2— Good Friday  

• April 4—Easter Sunday 

APRIL  

• May 12 — End of the Year 

Programming Celebrations  

• May 31 — Office Closed: Memorial Day 

MAY  
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